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LOCAL 

CONTACTS 


North West 

Blackburn & Darwen 
United Against Racism 

PO Box 632, Blackburn 
BB4 4WT 

Bolton Against Racism 

c/o 16 Wood Street, Bolton. BL1 1DY 

www.boltonagainstracism.org.uk 

info@boltonagainstracism.org.uk 

Burnley Against Fascism 

PO Box 358, Burnley, 

BB11 2WA 

Bury Against Racism/ 

United Against Fascism 

karen.evans@virgin.net 
Tel: 07974 400183 


Leeds Unity 

c/o Leeds NUT, West Park Centre, 
Spen Lane, Leeds, LS16 5BG 
leedsunity@hushmail.com 

Sheffield Campaign Against 
Racism and Fascism 

c/o Sheffield TUC, 

Trades & Labour Club, Talbot Street, 
Sheffield S2 2TG 

Wakefield & Five Towns United 
Against Racism 

PO Box 462, Wakefield WF2 7WW 

York Unity 

yorkunity@hotmail .com 


Eastern 


North Staffordshire Campaign 
Against Racism & Fascism 

PO Box 1960. Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1WF 
NorSCARF@burslem.demon.co.uk 


London 

Dagenham Together 

The Labour Hall, Tenterden Road 
Dagenham RM8 1QA 
Tel: 07759 660230 

Enfield UAF 

07812 179856 enfielduaf@coolift.com 
www.enfielduniteagainstfascism.co.uk 

Redbridge Together 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
07759 660 230 



Hyndburn Against Racism 

Hyndburn-against-racism@fsmail.net 

Merseyside Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 

c/o TGWU, 143 Sefton Street 
Liverpool L8 5SN 

Oldham United Against Racism 

c/o Oldham Law Centre, 

Archway House, Bridge Street, 
Oldham 0L11ED 

Pendle UAF 

PO Box 2027 
Colne, Lancs BB8 OXA 

Ribble Valley Against Racism 

PO Box 95, Whalley, 

Clitheroe BB7 9WW 
www.rvar.org.uk 

Rochdale United Against Fascism 

Wigan & Leigh United 
Against Racism 

7 Alder Avenue, Worsley Hall 
Wigan WN5 9PY 
chitchen@fsi.li.man.ac.uk 


Yorkshire & The Humber 

Bradford Anti-Fascist Committee 

Bradford TUC-AFC 
c/o 17-21 Chapel St, 

Bradford BD1 5DT 
afc@bradfordtuc.org.uk 

Calderdale Communities Against 
Racism and Calderdale Unity 

c/o GMB Clifton House, Clifton Road, 
Brighouse, HD6 1SL 
calderdaleunity@yahoo.co.uk 

Kirklees Unity 

PO Box 310, 

Huddersfield HD1 3YU 


Broxbourne Against Racism 

PO Box 13679, London N11AA 
contact@broxar.org.uk 

South East Essex Coalition 
Against Racism 

c/o Searchlight Magazine 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 


East Midlands 

Communities Against Racism in 
Derbyshire (CARD) 

c/o Derbyshire Unemployed 
Workers Centre, 54 Saltergate, 
Chesterfield S40 UR 


West Midlands 

Dudley Unite Against Fascism 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
dudley@blackcountryunity.net 

Sandwell UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
sandwell@blackcountryunity.net 

Wolverhampton, Bilston 
& District TUC 

PO Box 2917, 

Wolverhampton WV2 2YA 
wolves.tuc@unisonfree.net 

Walsall UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
walsall@blackcountryunity.net 

Northamptonshire 
Unite Against Racism 

c/o NREC, Victoria Centre, Palk Road, 
Wellingborough NN8 1HT 
info@northamptonshirerec.org.uk 


North East 

Gateshead Against the Nazis 

6 Ellison Street, Gateshead NE8 1AY 
Tel: 0191-477-6638 
unison@unisonfree.net 

Sunderland Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 

c/o Unison City of Sunderland Branch 
Grange Lodge. Grange Crescent 
Sunderland SR2 7BN 
team@unison-sc.ace.co.uk 

Tees Valley Unites Against Racism 

C/o GMB, Cleveland House, 

7 Woodlands Road 
Middlesbrough TS1 3BH 

Tyne & Wear Anti-Fascist 
Association 

c/o Unison, Room 145, Civic Centre 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8QH 
0191 272 1211 
twafa@twafa.org.uk 

South East 

Saltdean for Tolerance and Respect 

PO Box 164, Brighton BN1 7WB 


Wales 

Wales Friends of Searchlight 

Cardiff Centre for Trade Union Studies 
182 Habershon Street 
Splott, Cardiff CF24 2LE 


To get your group’s details 
included on this list in future 
editions of the magazine 
please contact Searchlight. 
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Editorial 


Only a few short years ago most political pundits would 
have said that fascism is something that cannot succeed 
in Britain. After all, fascism never took power here in the 
1930s and subsequent incarnations have always met 
with defeat. Most of the time fascist organisations have 
been a pathetic sideshow, their main danger being the 
racist violence that their activists carry out rather than 
them posing any serious electoral threat. Somehow, 
Britain was immune from the European disease. 

Then the British National Party made local election 
breakthroughs in the Northwest. This time it was 
understood that the northern mill towns, which had 
seen de facto racial segregation, had peculiar local 
circumstances that the fascists had exploited. In places 
where black, white and Asian people lived alongside 
each other as neighbours or did not see the local 
economy crushed, the BNP could not do well. So many 
thought. 

However, the BNP then made a breakthrough in 
Broxbourne, Hertfordshire. It would be hard to find a 
starker contrast between leafy Broxbourne and places like 
Burnley. On average a house in Broxbourne sells for four 
times the cost of a similar property in Burnley. 
Broxbourne has no large ghettoised minority ethnic 
population so it was difficult to explain the BNP’s success. 

The BNP went on to gain councillors in Epping Forest 


and Dagenham and it became clear that there was no 
archetypal place that could be considered a natural 
BNP constituency. What became obvious was that 
the BNP tended to fill a political void and tailored its 
campaigns to local circumstances. In that sense every 
area, whether it be Burnley, Broxbourne or Barking, has 
peculiar local circumstances, and for the BNP it is just a 
question of exploiting them. 

Years of chipping away at local democracy, the fact 
that the main parties are bereft of activists and a general 
cynicism with regard to the political process have all 
helped the BNP to portray itself as the champion of 
local people: i.e. white people. That is why at Searchlight 
- along with anti-fascist campaigners across Britain - we 
are clear that we need to be part of a process that builds 
local activism. 

The BNP did not do as well as it hoped or expected in 
the elections last month, and now is the time to go for 
the jugular. We need to continue our campaigning 
beyond the election period so that come next May’s 
council elections across Britain, the BNP will find its 
base eroded. We thank all the activists whom we worked 
with over this recent election campaign distributing our 
local Searchlight newspapers and other material. 
Without you there would be no campaign and the 
fascists would have had a free run. 
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Battleground 
set for next May 

By Nick Lowles 


B arking might have been the British National 
Party’s best result of this general election but it was 
also a major disappointment 
With only days to go, Richard Barnbrook, the BNP 
candidate, was happily telling journalists that he was in 
with a chance of winning. He boasted canvass returns of 
48-50% in half of the wards that make up the constituency 
and the intensity of his party’s campaign reflected a 
growing optimism about its chances. 

Even party leader Nick Griffin allowed himself a faint 
thought of victory. With a fortnight of the campaign left, he 
ordered branch organisers across London, the South East 
and Eastern region to stop campaigning in their areas and 
concentrate on Barking. The only exception was 
Hertfordshire and north London where they were allowed 
to focus on the County Council election in Cheshunt. 

Their optimism seemed well founded. The BNP had 
won the by-election in Barking’s Goresbrook ward last 
September with 52% of the vote. In three council by- 
elections in the area in the past 11 months the BNP has 
averaged 41%, a higher figure than Labour. 

On the doorsteps BNP supporters were certainly vocal 
enough to give the impression that they were probably 
more numerous than in fact they were. 

During the two months up to polling day, the BNP 
produced eight or nine separate leaflets. There were even 
separate leaflets for women and men which were delivered 
by the Royal Mail, ensuring that at least two different 
Nick Griffin: leaflets went through most houses in the constituency, 

one eye on A fortnight before polling, about 60 BNP supporters were 
Barking out campaigning, and while this level of activism was never 



matched during the rest of the campaign, BNP teams were 
going out three times a day, every day 

By comparison the Labour campaign seemed 
lacklustre and limited. The BNP was moving into a 
vacuum that the Labour Party had left. Some councillors 
have been less than effective for some time and many of 
the wards had not received Labour Party leaflets for 
several years. 

Limited activists restricted the Labour campaign to 
only two of the eight wards in the constituency, with 
only isolated forays into the other areas. These two 
wards included a substantial Muslim population but 
their political allegiance was now in doubt because of 
the Iraq war. 

In addition, the Labour candidate Margaret Hodge 
was also under attack from another quarter. Demetrius 
Panton had been abused as a child in the care of 
Islington Social Services and later successfully sued 
Hodge, who had been leader of Islington Council at the 
time the abuse occurred, after she referred to him as 
“disturbed” in a letter to the BBC. He was standing in 
Barking as an independent candidate with the support 
of a former Labour Mayor. 

It was no wonder that Barnbrook felt confident. 
His belief in victory might have been exaggerated but a 
good second place seemed quite probable. Even Labour 
Party and local trade union officials believed that the 
BNP would achieve at least 25% of the vote. 

“There was danger of a perfect storm,” one Labour 
politician told Searchlight at the time. “Labour could be 
squeezed from every quarter.” 

It was into this setting that Searchlight, Labour Party 
activists and local trade unionists moved in for the final 
three weeks. Over 50,000 copies of the tabloid newspaper 
had been delivered by 160 people over a weekend in 
March but it was clear that this had not been enough. 

Working separately from the Labour campaign, the 
anti-fascists tried to fill the vacuum left by the Labour 
Party. Over 45,000 pieces of literature were distributed, 
most in the areas where Labour was inactive. Many 
households received four different newspapers, leaflets 
or letters especially in the final few days. 

The material took on the BNP head-on. Most 
importantly, it exploded the myth of the “Africans for 
Essex” scheme that had nearly won the Village ward 
by-election for the BNP last October. The BNP claimed 
that Africans were getting paid £50,000 to buy houses in 
the borough and this was a deliberate attempt by the 
Labour Party to bring future voters into the area. 

Of course, there is no such thing as an “Africans 
for Essex” scheme - it is pure invention by the BNP. 
Liam Smith, the lead councillor for housing in Barking 
and Dagenham, who the BNP claimed was behind 
this attempt at gerrymandering, has begun legal 
proceedings against Barnbrook and his agent Daniel 
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Kelley, the local BNP councillor. The BNP’s “leaflet of 
lies” featured heavily in our final week material. 

Our material was also positive. We recognised that 
many people felt let down by their councillors, the council 
as a whole and their MP. They perceived them, correctly or 
not, as detached and uninterested in their affairs. 

Recognising that, the local anti-BNP group, Barking & 
Dagenham Together, initiated a community charter for 
the area. This was our commitment to local people that 
we would work for them over the next year. It is a 
promise that we of course intend to keep. 

“Barking & Dagenham Together unites trade unions, 
local churches, community groups and local 
businesses,” we told voters. “All these groups are 
committed to working hard over the next 12 months for 
the benefit of everyone. More importantly, we want to 
involve the whole community in improving our area. 

“Our community contract is a solemn pledge 
between you, the voter, to use your vote and keep the 
BNP out and we as Barking & Dagenham Together to 
listen, to campaign and to deliver more meaningful 
change for all the community. 

“Reject the vision of hate and vote for democracy. 
Work with us and see the results in 12 months’ time. 

“For our community to move forward we have to 
reject the politics of fear, 
as espoused by the BNP. 

Hope has to conquer hate. 

“For some of us that 
means holding our noses 
and voting, but vote we 
must. If you are opposed to 
the BNP then you must get 
out and vote on Thursday. 

“Then, once the BNP is 
defeated, the real work 
begins. On Friday 6 May, 

Barking & Dagenham 
Together will begin to start 
the work to take our 
community back.” 

Work is already under 
way towards keeping our 
pledges. 

Our campaign work also 
targeted the growing black 
and minority ethnic 
population, who now make 
up almost 30% of the voters 
in Barking. Searchlight 


workers manually trawled through the entire electoral 
register and identified 17,000 names. A direct mail letter 
was sent to most of them. 

This was followed up with an eve of poll card, 
reminding these voters to get out and vote. 

With the result still on a knife-edge, the BNP received 
devastating news. The day before polling a local paper 
revealed on its front page that Barnbrook directed a gay 
movie during the 1980s. HMS Discovery, which Barnbrook 
also co-wrote and in which he appeared, included scenes 
of men undressing and kissing each other. 

This was a devastating blow for a party that is opposed 
to promoting homosexuality. And a second local paper 
picked up the story on its front page on election day itself. 

What effect this had on his vote will never be known 
but it is clear that many BNP members, who already 
disliked Barnbrook, decided to vote with their feet and 
withdraw from the final stage of the campaign. 
Barnbrook looked a forlorn figure going around the 
constituency alone. 

While we prioritised the largely white Becontree estate, 
the few but committed Labour Party activists covered the 
remaining areas. Together, our work seemed to do the 
trick. By mid-morning on election day Barnbrook knew 
he had lost. “The blacks have come out,” he said to one 
journalist. Later, asked by BBC 
Radio 4’s The Westminster Hour, 
why he had not done better, 
Barnbrook scored a huge own 
goal when he replied that the 
problem was that his supporters 
were not intelligent enough to 
know how to go out and vote. 

The BNP ended up with 16.9% 
of the vote, the BNP’s highest 
ever general election percentage. 
Yet considering the position with 
a fortnight to go, the result was a 
great relief. Dozens of people 
gave their time and energy in 
those last few days and many are 
keen to remain involved. 

More significantly, we know 
we can beat the BNP in every 
single ward in next year’s all-out 
council elections. With the BNP 
boasting of the possibility of 
taking 15-17 seats on the 
council, the battle has well and 
truly begun. 
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The BNP is facing a second legal 
case in Barking & Dagenham after 
the party’s website featured a local 
schoolgirl who suffers from Downs 
Syndrome. In a callous bid to win 
votes a few days before poiiing day, 
Barnbrook claimed the mother 
received no response from 
Margaret Hodge, the local MP, over 
an allegation that the girl, aged 
nine, had suffered sexual abuse at 
her school. 

Contrary to all ethical and legal 


practice concerning young children 
the BNP website named the child 
and her mother and featured a 
video clip in which the mother 
spoke to Barnbrook, again naming 
her daughter. 

Barking and Dagenham council’s 
legal department reacted quickly, 
threatening the BNP with legal 
action. The BNP was forced to 
remove the item from its website 
and featured instead what 
amounted to a long rant from Lee 


Barnes, the BNP’s self-styled legal 
eagle, about how unjust it was that 
a child’s identity should be 
protected in this way. 

In reality the BNP does not care in 
the least about people with learning 
difficulties or physical disabilities. 
Tony Lecomber, the BNP’s director 
of group development and number 
three in the party hierarchy, 
believes disabled, sick and poor 
people should be eradicated from 
society. He once described people 
with disabilities as “physically 
deficient’’ and people with learning 
difficulties as “mentally subnormal”. 
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BNP Britain’s fourth party 
claim does not stand up 

By Sonia Gable 

T he British National Party has laid claim to being 
Britain’s fourth largest party. Its reasoning is that it 
beat the UK Independence Party and the Greens in 
more seats than the number in which those parties 
came ahead of the BNP. 

But if one looks at the figures more closely a different 
picture emerges. The BNP put up 119 candidates and 
took 192,746 votes (not the 194,685 claimed on the BNP 
website). The UKIP polled 611,423 votes with 497 
candidates and the Green Party took 280,330 votes in 
202 constituencies. Clearly the BNP achieved a higher 
average vote per candidate (1,620 votes compared with 
1,230 for UKIP and 1,387 Green) but it also did not have 
the organisational resources or money to field as many 
candidates as the UKIP and Greens. 

The BNP stood in those areas that offered it the best 
prospects. If it had put up more candidates, it would 
inevitably have received a lower average vote. And the 
UKIP saved 45 deposits compared to the BNP’s 34. It is 
unlikely that the BNP could have won as many votes as 
the UKIP with the same number of candidates. 

At a local level too the BNP’s coverage was much more 
restricted. The BNP had a mere 45 candidates in the 
county council elections compared to the Greens’ 604 
local election candidates, which represented one 
quarter of all seats. 

By these criteria, therefore, the UKIP and Greens are 
both larger than the BNP and this also goes for elected 
representatives. For example the Greens have two MEPs 
and the UKIP ten, and the Greens have two London 
Assembly members. The UKIP also has around two and 
a half times as many members as the BNP. 

In addition to its relatively small number of 
candidates, the BNP has hardly any presence in Scotland 
and Wales. In those regions the Scottish National Party 
and Plaid Cymru rank well ahead of the BNP. 

The BNP’s claim to be Britain’s (not even England’s) 
fourth party, like its predictions of winning some second 


ACROSS THE COUNTRY local anti-BNP groups ran them and focus our resources in our priority areas, 
their most intensive and effective campaign to date. It was always going to be difficult to highlight the 
And it worked! threat of the BNP in an election where it was likely to 

The campaign, which was drawn up at the be overshadowed by the main political parties. 

Searchlight weekend school last October, placed However, a localised strategy meant that we were 

strong emphasis on localised campaigning which able to access the local media better than in 

was tailored to the specific conditions and issues in previous years. 

each area. There were 11 editions of an eight-page Searchlight 

We also tried to mirror the BNP’s targeting strategy newspaper customised for all the key target areas, 

so that in defeating the fascists this year we also followed by a second four-page paper in Barking, 

placed ourselves in a good position for next year’s direct mailing, targeted leaflets, telephone 

local elections. canvassing and eve of poll cards. 

In other areas, such as Wigan, we decided that the The most intensive campaign was conducted in 
BNP posed so little danger that it was better to ignore Keighley, where 150,000 pieces of literature, including 


and several third places in the polls and possibly even 
electing an MP in Barking and a mayor in Stoke-on-Trent, 
are wishful thinking and an attempt to prove to its 
members that all their hard work during the campaign 
was not in vain. True the results show growth compared to 
2001. But a comparison with the 1970s is also interesting. 

The National Front, the BNP’s predecessor, stood in 
the general elections of 1970, February and October 
1974 and 1979. In 1970 it had only 10 candidates and 
received a tiny vote. In February 1974, 54 candidates 
took 76,865 votes, which was 0.2% of the national poll 
and an average of 1,423 per candidate. In October that 
year, the NF fielded 90 candidates who polled 113,843 
votes, 0.4% of the number of votes nationally, an average 
of 1,265 per candidate. In 1979 the NF scraped together 
all its resources and managed to put up 303 candidates 
who got 191,719 votes, a similar total to the BNP today, 
although it only represented 0.6% of those who voted, 
compared to the BNP’s 0.74% in 2005. 

By these figures the BNP is not much stronger than the 
NF was at the end of the 1970s, although admittedly 
the NF never managed to elect local councillors. 

The 1979 election was the NF’s peak. Soon afterwards 
the NF collapsed and far-right parties achieved very 
little electorally over the following 20 years. There were a 
number of reasons for that which are not present today 
and it will take sustained campaigning and work in 
communities to ensure the BNP does not advance 
in next year’s local elections and beyond that. The BNP 
has pockets of strong support in several cities and towns 
in England and nearly 200,000 people voting racist is a 
matter for concern. In addition, the BNP’s presence in 
an area always results in increased racial violence and 
community tensions, a danger that must be fought 
vigorously. But in the overall scheme of British politics, 
the election results show that a community-based 
fightback has so far succeeded in preventing the BNP 
from becoming a major electoral force. 
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BNP fails to 
make ground 
in Kirklees 

Once again the British National Party 
failed to make its predicted 
breakthrough in Kirkiees. Clueless 
David Exley, the BNP candidate for 
Dewsbury, bragged to his followers and 
hangers on how confident he was of 
winning because he had won his two 
previous elections to Kirklees Council. 
But on election day the BNP failed to 
improve on the fourth place it achieved 
in the 2001 general election. Kirklees 
Unity looks back at the events that led 
to more misery for the BNP in the 
Kirklees area. 

T he BNP held a press conference in Mirfield at the start of 
the year to announce its prospective parliamentary 
candidates for the four Kirklees constituencies. Maybe it 
was planned or just coincidence that the venue was a pub 
owned by a suspected member of the overtly Nazi November 
9th Society. 

The chosen candidates were David Exley (Dewsbury), 
Colin Auty (Batley and Spen), Karl Hanson (Huddersfield) and 
Barry Fowler (Colne Valley). Notable absentees were Jonathan 
Pygott and John Wilkinson, both loyal lieutenants to Nick Cass, 
the Kirklees BNP organiser. Pygott, Wilkinson and Cass 
obviously cared so much for the wellbeing of Kirklees that they 
chose to be candidates in South Yorkshire rather than in their 
home towns. 

In response Kirklees Unity called a day of action for Saturday 
16 April to deliver 20,000 copies of the excellent Searchlight 
tabloid. Most of the local newspapers carried details of the day 
of action, much to the annoyance of the BNP Apparently Cass 
telephoned The Batley News and made a number of threats 
towards journalists who covered the story. 


12 different leaflets, were distributed between January 
and polling day. 

In Barking, 45,000 pieces of literature, much of it 
targeted, were delivered in the last 12 days of the 
campaign. Back in March, 51,000 copies of a newspaper 
went out across the borough in two days. 

New areas of operation for Searchlight included South 
Yorkshire. In Sheffield, 17,000 copies of a newspaper 
were delivered on one Monday evening during the 
campaign. 

Political campaigning is a constantly evolving process. 
Just as we learnt lessons from last year so we shall now 
analyse this year’s campaigns to look at what worked 
well and what was less effective. One thing is for sure, 
next year Searchlight, working with local anti-BNP 
groups across the country, will run an even more 
effective campaign. 


Until this point the BNP activity had been limited to say the 
least, involving just the odd Monday or Tuesday night in 
the Dewsbury area only, and even then they had to call on 
reinforcements from North and South Yorkshire to help their 
already flagging campaign. This was probably due to the 
fruitless campaign of Nick Griffin, the party leader, in Keighley. 
BNP members in Kirklees were ordered to put Keighley first! 

Kirklees Unity’s day of action was an overwhelming success 
with around 70 people from the local area delivering most of 
the papers together with huge numbers of local leaflets. 
Laughably, Exley complained to the local newspapers and police 
that the day of action was irresponsible and that Kirklees Unity 
was attempting to stir up racial tension. West Yorkshire Police 
had already given the day of action the green light and the only 
racial tension that day was the result of the BNP’s presence in 
Ravensthorpe, a town with a large Muslim population. 

The BNP held its own day of action two weeks later. Cass, 
Exley and rather surprisingly David Huntington, previously 
sacked as a BNP candidate, were spotted skulking around in 
the dead of the night putting up placards for the BNP on the 
eve of their day of action. 

On the morning, torrential rain greeted the fascists as they 
hit town in their so called cavalcade. The streets of Dewsbury 
and Mirfield were almost deserted. But even the rain could not 
stop their intimidation. One resident was manhandled when he 
told them what he thought of them. The BNP had to import 
activists from Burnley, Sheffield, Rotherham, York and 
Harrogate and even then the turnout was pitiful. 

By this time the BNP had switched its focus from Keighley to 
Dewsbury after it had become obvious that carpetbagger 
Griffin could not win in Keighley. 

The Times carried an article on Exley’s campaign with a 
picture of BNP activists in Mirfield, a neighbouring town that 
has time and time again rejected the BNP The Times 
commented that all the BNP cronies wore badges that said, 
“100% British”. The only problem was that one of those 
pictured was half Italian. 

Meanwhile the BNP campaigns in the three other constituencies 
just hadn’t started and the BNP nearly missed the deadline for free 
Royal Mail delivery of its election material in Dewsbury and Batley. 
The leaflets turned out to be the poorest ever seen from the BNP 
locally, with the exception of Exley’s on which a lot more money had 
been spent. Even so, it incorrectly spelt Heckmondwike, which 
Exley represents on Kirklees Council. 

In some areas the BNP had got its numbers badly wrong. 
The BNP delivered far too many leaflets to some delivery 
offices and thousands had to be boxed up for the binmen all 
at the BNP's expense. 

Worse was to follow. Days before the election Hanson was 
charged with supplying heroin, possession of class A drugs with 
intent to supply and three charges of supplying crack cocaine. 
He was granted bail to reappear in court on 17 May. The publicity 
severely damaged the BNP in Kirklees. Cass and Exley made a 
variety of statements, one minute saying Hanson was suspended 
from the party, the next insisting he had been expelled, finally settling 
on suspension. An extraordinary statement by Cass, reported in 
The Huddersfield Examiner , said: “We urge those in his constituency 
who had intended to vote for him not to do so,” as it was too late 
for Hanson to withdraw. He still managed to take 3% of the poll. 

It quickly became clear on election night that Exley’s 
campaign had flopped, giving him his first taste of defeat. 
He had failed improve on the fourth place the BNP had achieved 
in 2001. Although his 13.1% of the poll was the BNP’s second 
highest percentage in the country, it also meant that 86.9% of 
voters had rejected him and his racist party. He told local papers 
how disappointed he was as he had expected to do far better. 

It appears that most of Exley’s support had come from 
dissatisfied Labour voters as Labour’s vote was down a 9. 5% 
This is something the local Labour party will need to address. 
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BNP fails 

to impress 


For the second year running the British National 
Party has failed to make any political 
breakthrough at a country-wide election. 
Nick Lowles examines the general election 
results and asks where now for the BNP? 

T he British National Party was determined not to repeat 
last year’s mistakes. Then, it went into the European 
elections and all-out council elections in West 
Midlands and North boasting that it would achieve a 
huge political breakthrough. Five MEPs and 60 new 
councillors was the prediction of Nick Griffin, the party leader. 
The breakthrough didn’t come and the BNP’s failure to meet 
its own expectations badly damaged its internal morale. 

This time the BNP attempted to play it cool. It admitted 
that it had no chance of winning a parliamentary seat but 
believed that a few second places and a handful of votes in 
the 15-19% range, even one or two in the low twenties, 
was quite achievable. The party contested 119 seats but 
chose them carefully, with nearly all meeting the party's 
requirement of having attracted more than 8% of the vote 
in the European election. 

But nazis being nazis and Griffin being Griffin their 
expectations rose during the campaign to the point where 
they believed they were in with a shout in both Barking 
and Dewsbury. 

Even by its own modest (at least in public) predictions, 
the BNP still failed. The party received 192,746 votes but 
this represented an average of only 4.2% in the seats it 
contested, little more than the 3.9% the party polled in the 
2001 general election. 

The BNP has tried to claim that this share of the vote 
makes it Britain’s fourth political party but of course it only 
stood in fewer than one fifth of the constituencies and 
only in the areas where its vote was likely to be highest. 
Overall, the party attracted only 0.74% of the national vote. 

BNP candidates saved their deposits in 34 constituencies 
but that meant the party lost a total of £42,500 in the rest. 
More significantly for the future, it failed to gain a single 
second place, which was politically necessary if it were to 
claim to be the party of opposition in any locality. Barking, 
where the BNP polled its highest vote, was the only 
constituency where it came anywhere near a second spot. 
In many of its other key target seats it finished a poor fourth. 

Regionally, the BNP results are even more interesting. 
In the North East, East Midlands, South East, South West, 
London (with the exception of Barking and Dagenham), 
Wales and Scotland the BNP failed spectacularly, losing its 
deposit in all 38 constituencies contested. 

The North East and East Midlands were particularly poor 
results, given that the party polled over 6% in both regions 
in the European elections, with several constituencies 
seeing votes of over 8.5%. The BNP in the North East had 
already started to stagnate in its Sunderland and 
Gateshead base but its failure to get above 3.0% in the 


southern section of the region does not bode well for its 
immediate prospects. 

The BNP significantly under-performed in London, polling 
only one third of the votes obtained in many boroughs in 
last year’s London Assembly elections. With just one year to 
go until all-out council elections in the capital there was 
little reason for the BNP to cheer. 

Even Barking was not the success the BNP now likes to 
boast. It produced the highest vote for a fascist party in 
British electoral history, but it was well below the BNP’s own 
expectations. 

The BNP continues to decline in the North West, with a 
lower vote in Burnley and the two Oldham seats compared 
to 2001. In Oldham the decline was dramatic, its vote 
being more than halved. 

It is only in Yorkshire and the West Midlands that the BNP 
has anything to cheer about. While its vote in its target 
constituencies was lower than expected, there was a good 
overall vote and a few surprises. The BNP polled well in 
South Yorkshire and achieved a strong showing across 
Birmingham and the Black Country. But even in these 
regions there was underachievement. Griffin’s vote of 9.2% 
in Keighley was embarrassingly small for the party’s leader, 
as was the 6.6% obtained in Halifax. As Searchlight has 
long suspected, this reflects a declining base of support 
in an area where recently it was polling above 30% in 
Conservative and Labour council wards. 

Earlier this year the BNP had boasted of a possibility of 
winning the Stoke-on-Trent Mayoral election and as a result 
made it its national priority. However, its failure to win the 
East Valley ward by-election in Stoke in early March, despite 
a national effort, reduced the BNP’s prospects and 
therefore the amount of regional and national resources 
that the party directed to the campaign. In the event, 
although the BNP polled a dangerous 19% of first choice 
votes, its candidate lagged well behind in fourth place. 



'flflGRATi 


BRITISH FREEDOM 

BRITISH IDENTITY 


^"^VOTE 

BRITISH 

NATIONAL 

PARTY 


FREEDOM 

IDENTITY 


Searchlight June 2005 8 




Steady progress? 

“Mission accomplished!” screamed the headline on the 
BNP’s own analysis of the election. “The BNP has emerged 
from four weeks of hard campaigning and an interesting 
night at the count as Britain’s fourth largest party. 

“Despite a national media silence on the presence of the 
BNP and a few nasty smear campaigns conducted by the 
institutionally hostile press at a regional level, the people of 
Britain made up their own minds. Based on what they know 
to be true with their own eyes, voters from Somerset to 
Sunderland and Glasgow to Kent gave the thumbs up to the 
BNP Our progress is measured and steady, rather than 
euphoric and erratic, deep rooted and growing.” 

Quite apart from the nonsense that it is Britain’s 
fourth largest party, the BNP also failed in its central 
objective of using this election as a base for next year’s 
local elections. At the turn of the year the party set out an 
ambitious programme of canvassing a handful of entire 
constituencies and single wards in other places as a means 
of acquiring the voter information to win substantial council 
seats in the future. 

To all intents and purposes, it failed. Canvassing was 
limited, where carried out at all, even in its key target seats. 
Richard Barnbrook, the BNP’s Barking candidate, boasted 
to the press of 48-50% support in four wards but in reality 
this claim was based on little more than a handful of streets 
surveyed. In the vast majority of the seats contested, the 
BNP struggled to get a ward leafleted let alone canvassed. 

Last year Searchlight highlighted this failure to identify its 
core vote as the single most important reason why the BNP 
did not make substantial council election gains. The BNP 
will go into next year’s local elections in no better position. 
By contrast, with many of the BNP’s key council target 
areas being marginals, the other parties will have an 
abundance of new data. 

Perhaps the best measure of the BNP’s “steady” 



progress was its performance in the county council 
elections held on the same day. While these elections did 
not cover many of its traditional urban heartlands, local 
elections often give voters a greater chance to switch 
their vote. 

The BNP had a mere 45 candidates. They came last in 
34 of the contests, and second from bottom in all but two 
of the remainder. The BNP’s best hopes of getting 
councillors elected were in Lancashire and Hertfordshire but 
in both areas it finished poorly. In Burnley its share of the 
vote was down by as much as 50% on previous elections 
and in Broxbourne, where the BNP already has one borough 
councillor, its 9.1% was only a third of previous votes. 

Poor campaign 

The BNP was always going to be squeezed in this election 
and quite correctly its leadership chose a targeted strategy 
which would be beneficial next year. However, with the 
exception of a handful of places, it is unlikely that this 
campaign has improved the BNP’s chances of winning 
council seats next year. 

Additionally, its vote was once again hampered by poor 
organisation and leadership. The quality of the bulk of its 
election material was poor and the party political broadcast 
was embarrassing, even by the BNP’s standards. 

Locally, a growth in party membership continues to 
have little impact on the number of activists on the ground. 
The BNP ran little or no campaign in the vast majority of the 
seats contested. 

The BNP has boasted that this election allowed it to 
purchase modern printing equipment but this was at the 
expense of the campaign. Branches complained about 
leaflets arriving late and then often the wrong ones arrived. 

Some of the blame must lie at the door of Eddy Butler, 
the party’s elections officer and quite easily its most 
effective political campaigner. Early in the campaign he 
decided that a county council victory, however small, was 
better than no victory at all. As a result he devoted his 
energy to running the Hertfordshire County Council 
campaign at the expense of the general election effort in 
Barking. He took with him Lawrence Rustem, the party’s 
candidate for Dagenham, which meant that little was 
done there. 

Butler misjudged the election. The turnout for the county 
council elections as a result of them being held on the 
same day as the general election was always likely to result 
in the Conservatives beating the BNP in Hertfordshire and 
even if the BNP had won, it would not have received the 
publicity that a 25% vote in Barking would have done. 

Above all, the BNP faced opposition from local anti-BNP 
groups, trade unions and rival political parties. The BNP is 
now finding it harder to win. It can motivate a disillusioned 
section of the electorate to turn out but its very presence 
energises its opponents. 

The only bright spot for the BNP is that this election 
confirmed that it has now established a hard vote in 
several areas of the country which will turn out for the party 
in any election. However, this on its own does not win 
elections and its failure to do the hard graft in identifying a 
soft BNP vote, which is done through canvassing, means 
the BNP remains some way off its political breakthrough. 

In many ways, the die was already cast well before the 
election. Its failure last year triggered a bad six months for 
the party. Demoralisation, financial chaos and a TV expose 
that received extensive media coverage meant the BNP was 
in a weaker organisational position than 12 months earlier. 

The task for anti-fascists now is further to demoralise 
the BNP so that it ends up even weaker 12 months 
from now. 


People 
like who? 
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BNP GENERAL ELECTION RESULTS 

2005 


Total BNP votes 

192,746 

Constituencies 
in bold were 
BNP target 
seats 




Kevin Scott 


1 North East 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ 
total cands 

winning party 

Easington 

Ian McDonald 

1,042 

3.3 

4/5 

Labour 

Houghton & Washington East 

John Richardson 

1,367 

3.9 

4/4 

Labour 

Middlesbrough 

Ron Armes 

819 

2.5 

4/7 

Labour 

Middlesbrough S& Cleveland E 

Geoffrey Groves 

1,099 

2.5 

4/5 

Labour 

Redcar 

Andrew Harris 

985 

2.5 

5/7 

Labour 

Stockton North 

Kevin Hughes 

986 

2.7 

4/5 

Labour 

Sunderland North 

Debie Hiles 

1,136 

3.9 

5/5 

Labour 

Sunderland South 

David Guynan 

1,166 

3.8 

4/5 

Labour 

Tyne Bridge 

Kevin Scott 

1,072 

4.0 

4/5 

Labour 



Len Starr 



Chris Jackson 


1 North West 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ 
total cands 

winning party 

Ashton-under-Lyne 

Anthony Jones 

2,051 

5.5 

4/6 

Labour 

Blackburn 

Nick Holt 

2,263 

5.4 

4/7 

Labour 

Blackpool South 

Ray Goodwin 

1,113 

2.9 

4/5 

Labour 

Burnley 

Len Starr 

4,003 

10.3 

5/7 

Labour 

Bury North 

Stewart Clough 

1,790 

4.0 

4/7 

Labour 

Cheadle 

Richard Chadfield 

421 

0.9 

5/5 

Lib Dem 

Denton & Reddish 

John Edgar 

1,326 

3.7 

4/5 

Labour 

Heywood & Middleton 

Gary Aronsson 

1,855 

4.7 

4/6 

Labour 

Hyndburn 

Chris Jackson 

2,444 

6.2 

4/5 

Labour 

Knowsley North & Sefton E 

Michael McDermott 

872 

2.4 

4/5 

Labour 

Makerfield 

Dennis Shambley 

1,221 

3.4 

5/6 

Labour 

Oldham E & Saddleworth 

MickTreacy 

2,109 

4.9 

4/6 

Labour 

Oldham W & Royton 

Anita Corbett 

2,606 

6.9 

4/5 

Labour 

Pendle 

Tom Boocock 

2,547 

6.2 

4/5 

Labour 

Rochdale 

Derek Adams 

1,773 

4.3 

4/8 

Lib Dem 

Rossendale & Darwen 

Tony Wentworth 

1,736 

3.9 

4/6 

Labour 

Stalybridge & Hyde 

Nigel Byrne 

1,399 

3.5 

5/6 

Labour 
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Yorkshire & The Humber 


constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ 
total cands 

winning party 

Barnsley Central 

Geoffrey Broad ley 

1,403 

4.9 

4/5 

Labour 

Batley & Spen 

Colin Auty 

2,668 

6.8 

4/5 

Labour 

Bradford North 

Lynda Cromie 

2,061 

6.0 

4/6 

Labour 

Bradford South 

James Lewthwaite 

2,862 

7.8 

4/7 

Labour 

Bradford West 

Paul Cromie 

2,525 

6.9 

4/5 

Labour 

Calder Valley 

John Gregory 

1,887 

4.0 

4/5 

Labour 

Colne Valley 

Barry Fowler 

1,430 

2.9 

4/7 

Labour 

Dewsbury 

David Exley 

5,066 

13.1 

4/6 

Labour 

Doncaster Central 

John Wilkinson 

1,239 

3.6 

4/5 

Labour 

Doncaster North 

Lee Haggan 

1,506 

4.8 

5/7 

Labour 

Elmet 

Tracy Andrews 

1,231 

2.6 

4/4 

Labour 

Great Grimsby 

Stephen Fyfe 

1,338 

4.1 

4/6 

Labour 

Halifax 

Geoffrey Wallace 

2,627 

6.6 

4/5 

Labour 

Haltemprice & Howden 

John Mainprize 

798 

1.7 

4/5 

Con 

Harrogate & Knaresborough 

Colin Banner 

466 

1.1 

5/6 

Lib Dem 

Huddersfield 

Karl Hanson 

1,036 

3.0 

5/6 

Labour 

Hull East 

Alan Siddle 

1,022 

3.3 

4/8 

Labour 

Hull North 

Brian Wainwright 

766 

2.6 

5/8 

Labour 

Keighley 

Nick Griffin 

4,240 

9.2 

4/4 

Labour 

Leeds Central 

Mark Collett 

1,201 

4.1 

4/8 

Labour 

Leeds West 

Julie Day 

1,166 

3.5 

5/6 

Labour 

Morley & Rothwell 

Chris Beverley 

2,271 

5.3 

5/5 

Labour 

Normanton 

John Ayeyard 

1,967 

5.3 

4/5 

Labour 

Pontefract & Castleford 

Suzy Cass 

1,835 

5.6 

4/5 

Labour 

Rotherham 

Marlene Guest 

1,986 

6.6 

4/6 

Labour 

Rother Valley 

Nick Cass 

2,020 

5.1 

4/5 

Labour 

Sheffield Attercliffe 

Beverley Jones 

1,477 

4.0 

5/5 

Labour 

Sheffield Brightside 

Christopher Hartigan 

1,537 

6.2 

4/5 

Labour 

Sheffield Central 

Mark Payne 

539 

1.8 

6/7 

Labour 

Sheffield Hallam 

Ian Senior 

369 

0.9 

7/7 

Lib Dem 

Sheffield Heeley 

John Beatson 

1,314 

3.9 

4/7 

Labour 

Sheffield Hillsborough 

David Wright 

2,010 

4.4 

4/5 

Labour 

Shipley 

Tom Linden 

2,000 

4.2 

4/6 

Con 

Wakefield 

Grant Rowe 

1,328 

3.1 

4/9 

Labour 

Wentworth 

Jonathon Pygott 

1,798 

5.1 

4/5 

Labour 





Paul Cromie 


David Exley 


Mark Collett 


| West Midlands 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ 
total cands 

winning party 

Aldridge Brownhills 

William Vaughan 

1,620 

4.1 

4/5 

Con 

Birmingham Erdington 

Sharon Ebanks 

1,512 

4.8 

4/6 

Labour 

Birmingham Hodge Hill 

Denis Adams 

1,445 

5.1 

4/6 

Labour 

Birmingham Northfield 

Mark Cattell 

1,278 

4.1 

4/8 

Labour 

Birmingham Yardley 

Robert Purcell 

1,523 

5.2 

4/5 

Lib Dem 

Burton 

Julie Russell 

1,840 

3.8 

4/6 

Labour 

Coventry North West 

David Clarke 

1,556 

3.6 

4/6 

Labour 

Dudley North 

Simon Darby 

4,022 

9.7 

4/5 

Labour 

Dudley South 

John Salvage 

1,841 

4.7 

4/5 

Labour 

Newcastle-under-Lyme 

John Dawson 

1,390 

3.5 

5/7 

Labour 

Solihull 

Diane Carr 

1,752 

3.3 

4/5 

Lib Dem 

Stoke Central 

Michael Coleman 

2,178 

7.8 

4/6 

Labour 

Stoke North 

Spencer Cartlidge 

2,132 

6.9 

4/7 

Labour 

Stoke South 

Mark Leat 

3,305 

8.7 

4/6 

Labour 

Walsall North 

William Locke 

1,992 

6.0 

4/6 

Labour 

Walsall South 

Kevin Smith 

1,776 

5.0 

5/6 

Labour 

Warley 

Simon Smith 

1,761 

5.5 

4/6 

Labour 

Warwickshire North 

Michaela Mackenzie 

1,910 

4.1 

4/5 

Labour 

West Bromwich East 

Carl Butler 

2,329 

6.6 

4/7 

Labour 

West Bromwich West 

James Lloyd 

3,456 

9.9 

4/5 

Labour 

Wolverhampton South West 

Peter Mullins 

983 

2.3 

5/5 

Labour 

Worcester 

Martin Roberts 

980 

2.1 

5/7 

Labour 



Mark Leat 



Simon Darby 
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ELECTION CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE BNP 2005 - 


East Midlands 



Clive Potter 




Julian Leppart 


Richard Barnbrook 



Roger Robertson 



Scott McLean 


constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ 
total cands 

winning party 

Amber Valley 

Paul Snell 

1,243 

2.6 

4/6 

Labour 

Blaby 

Michael Robinson 

1,704 

3.5 

4/5 

Con 

Boston with Skegness 

Wendy Russell 

1,025 

2.4 

5/6 

Con 

Charnwood 

Andrew Holders 

1,737 

3.4 

4/5 

Con 

Derbyshire South 

David Joines 

1,797 

3.2 

4/5 

Labour 

Erewash 

Sadie Graham 

1,319 

2.6 

5/8 

Labour 

Leicestershire North West 

Clive Potter 

1,474 

3.1 

5/5 

Labour 


Eastern 


constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ 
total cands 

winning party 

Basildon 

Emma Colgate 

2,055 

4.8 

4/7 

Labour 

Billericay 

Bryn Robinson 

1,435 

2.9 

4/5 

Con 

Broxbourne 

Andrew Emerson 

1,929 

4.8 

4/5 

Con 

Epping Forest 

Julian Leppert 

1,728 

3.9 

4/6 

Con 

Thurrock 

Nick Geri 

2,526 

5.8 

4/5 

Labour 


1 London 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ 
total cands 

winning party 

Barking 

Richard Barnbrook 

4,916 

16.9 

3/8 

Labour 

Bexleyheath & Crayford 

Jay Lee 

1,241 

2.9 

5/5 

Con 

Dagenham 

Lawrence Rustem 

2,870 

9.3 

4/5 

Labour 

Eltham 

Barry Roberts 

979 

2.8 

5/6 

Labour 

Enfield North 

Terry Farr 

1,004 

2.5 

4/6 

Labour 

Erith & Thamesmead 

Brian Ravenscroft 

1,620 

4.3 

4/5 

Labour 

Hayes & Harlington 

Tony Hazel 

830 

2.6 

4/7 

Labour 

Hornchurch 

Ian Moore 

1,313 

3.4 

4/7 

Con 

Old Bexley & Sidcup 

Claire Sayers 

1,227 

2.8 

5/6 

Con 

Romford 

John McCaffrey 

1,088 

3.0 

4/5 

Con 

Upminster 

Chris Roberts 

1,174 

3.4 

5/5 

Con 

Uxbridge 

Cliff LeMay 

763 

2.2 

4/5 

Con 


1 South East 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ 
total cands 

winning party 

Basingstoke 

Roger Robertson 

821 

1.7 

6/7 

Con 

Crawley 

Richard Trower 

1,277 

3.0 

4/7 

Labour 

Havant 

Ian Johnson 

562 

1.4 

6/7 

Con 

Maidenhead 

Timothy Rait 

704 

1.5 

4/5 

Con 

Wokingham 

Richard Colborne 

376 

0.8 

6/7 

Con 


| South West 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ 
total cands 

winning party 

Poole 

Peter Pirnie 

547 

1.4 

5/5 

Con 

Weston-super-Mare 

Clive Courtney 

778 

1.6 

5/7 

Con 

Woodspring 

Michael Howson 

633 

1.2 

6/6 

Con 


1 Wales 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ 
total cands 

winning party 

Swansea East 

Kevin Holloway 

770 

2.5 

5/7 

Labour 

Wrexham 

John Walker 

919 

3.0 

5/6 

Labour 


1 Scotland 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ 
total cands 

winning party 

Glasgow Central 

Walter Hamilton 

671 

2.4 

7/10 

Labour 

Glasgow North East 

Scott McLean 

920 

3.2 

6/7 

Speaker 
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Other far right general election results 


| National Front 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ 
total cands 

winning party 

Banbury 

James Starkey 

918 

1.6 

6/7 

Con 

Birmingham Erdington* 

Terry Williams 

416 

1.3 

6/6 

Labour 

Brentford & Isleworth 

Michael Stoneman 

523 

1.1 

6/6 

Labour 

Feltham & Heston 

Graham Kemp 

975 

2.6 

4/7 

Labour 

Halifax* 

Thomas Holmes 

191 

0.5 

5/5 

Labour 

Lewisham East 

Bernard Franklin 

625 

2.0 

6/6 

Labour 

Manchester Central 

Richard Kemp 

421 

1.4 

5/8 

Labour 

Newcastle upon Tyne North 

Roland Wood 

997 

2.6 

4/4 

Labour 

Peterborough 

Terry Blackham 

931 

2.3 

5/6 

Con 

Ruislip & Northwood 

Ian Edward 

841 

2.1 

5/6 

Con 

Sedgefield 

Mark Farrell 

253 

0.6 

6/15 

Labour 

Southwark & N Bermondsey 

Paul Winnett 

704 

1.9 

6/7 

Lib Dem 

Uxbridge* 

Peter Shaw 

284 

0.8 

7/7 

Con 


Third Way 1 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ 
total cands 

winning party 

Hornchurch* 

Graham Williamson 

304 

0.8 

7/7 

Con 

Upminster 

Dave Durant 

78 

0.2 

8/8 

Con 


*BNP also stood. 



Other elections 



| Stoke, North Tyneside and Doncaster mayoral elections 

Stoke 




candidate 

party 

1st votes 

including 2nd vote 

Mark Meredith 

Labour 

27,253 

36,961 

Roger Ibbs 

Conservative 

16,211 

23,130 

Mike Wolfe 

SGS 

15,882 

n/a 

Steven Batkin 

BNP 

15,776 

n/a 

Gary Chevin 

None 

4,505 

n/a 

Justin Harvey 

None 

1,955 

n/a 

Gary Falconer 

None 

1,368 

n/a 

North Tyneside 




candidate 

party 

1st votes 

including 2nd vote 

John Harrison 

Labour 

34,053 

40,460 

Linda Arkley 

Con 

35,467 

39,458 

Joan Harvey 

Lib Dem 

12,761 

n/a 

Robert Batten 

National Front 

2,470 

n/a 

Doncaster 




candidate 

party 

1st votes 

including 2nd vote 

Jon Winter 

Labour 

40,015 

45,742 

Michael May 

Independent 

27,301 

37,308 

Raymond Bartlett 

Con 

12,533 

n/a 

Jessie Credland 

Community 

10,263 

n/a 

Michael Cooper 

Independent 

7,773 

n/a 

David Owen 

BNP 

6,128 

n/a 

Richard Rolt 

Green 

4,930 

n/a 









1 Burnley borough council by-election 

candidate 

party 

votes 

% 


Julie Cooper 

Labour 

1,056 

47.9 


Abdul Hamid 

Lib Dem 

514 

23.3 


Derek Dawson 

BNP 

368 

16.7 


Paul Coates 

Con 

266 

12.1 

Turnout 53.5% 
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BNP county council results 


Cheshire County Council 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ winning 
total cands party 

Central and 
Westminster 

David Joines 

183 

3.5 

5/5 

Labour 

Crewe East 

Ralph Ellis 

299 

4.8 

4/4 

Labour 

Crewe North 

John Lee Comes 

375 

6.9 

4/4 

Labour 

Crewe South 

Mike Beardshaw 

291 

4.9 

4/4 

Labour 

Grange and 
Rossmore 

David Southgate 

200 

3.4 

4/4 

Labour 


Derbyshire County Council 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ winning 
total cands party 

Cotmanhay 

Mark Bailey 

760 

13.1 

3/3 

Labour 

Shirebrook 
and Pleasley 

Sarah Doyle 

754 

12.1 

3/3 

Labour 

St Mary’s 

Graham Tasker 

156 

3.2 

4/4 

Lib Dem 


Essex County Council 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ winning 
total cands party 

Loughton 

Central 

Pat Richardson 

768 

9.9 

4/6 

Res Ass 

Chigwell & 
Loughton Bway 

Tom Richardson 

623 

8.3 

4/5 

Con 


1 Hertfordshire County Council 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ winning 
total cands party 

Cheshunt 

Central 

Stephen McCole 

571 

9.1 

4/4 Con 

Waltham Cross 

Richard Lankester 

454 

8.3 

4/4 Con 


1 Kent County Council 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ winning 
total cands party 

Maidstone 
Rural North 

William Hitches 

211 

2.2 

5/5 

Con 

Broadstairs & Sir Moses 
Montefiore Allen Wood 

173 

1.2 

5/5 

Con 

Margate & 
Cliftonville 

Paul Wellington 

267 

2.3 

5/5 

Lab/Con 

Margate & 
Cliftonville 

Arthur Whiting 

213 

2.3 

5/5 

Lab/Con 

Margate West 

Robert Parker 

164 

2.3 

5/5 

Con 



Lancashire County Council 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ winning 
total cands party 

Burnley 

Central West 

John Cave 

1,102 

17.5 

4/4 

Labour 

Burnley NE 

David Shapcott 

838 

14.0 

3/4 

Labour 

Burnley Rural 

David Thomson 

1,204 

16.0 

4/4 

Labour 

Burnley SW 

Derek Dawson 

1,191 

18.1 

3/4 

Labour 

Padiham & 
Burnley W 

Sharon Wilkinson 

1,363 

21.8 

3/4 

Labour 

Pendle Central 

Brian Parker 

815 

13.8 

4/4 

Labour 

Nelson South 

Trevor Dawson 

731 

12.2 

4/4 

Lib Dem 

Brierfield & 
Nelson N 

Anthony Locke 

450 

7.1 

4/4 

Lib Dem 

Pendle East 

Thomas Boocock 

742 

10.6 

4/4 

Con 

Pendle West 

Robert Cottage 

588 

8.0 

4/4 

Con 

West Craven 

Geoffrey Whitehead 678 

8.2 

4/5 

Lib Dem 


Leicestershire County Council 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ winning 
total cands party 

Enderby 

Meridian 

Michael Robinson 

381 

8 

4/4 

Con 

Glenfields 

Colin Vickers 

228 

4 

4/5 

Con 

Kirby Muxloe & 
Leic Forest E 

Peter Francis 

292 

5 

4/4 

Con 

Bradgate 

James Taylor 

447 

7 

3/3 

Con 

Loughborough 

North 

Andrew Holders 

233 

4 

4/4 

Labour 

Quorn & Barrow David Pickersgill 

224 

4 

4/4 

Con 

Roth ley & 
Mountsorrel 

Carol Collett 

377 

6 

4/4 

Con 

Syston Fosse 

Stephen Denham 

521 

11 

3/3 

Con 

Thurmaston 

Paul Newman 

307 

7 

4/5 

Con 

Earl Shilton 

Mike Shore 

379 

7 

4/4 

Labour 

Whitwick 

Mark Lewis 

678 

11 

4/4 

Labour 


I North Yorkshire County Council 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ winning 
total cands party 

Colin Banner 

Pateley Bridge 

230 

5.0 

3/3 

Con 


I Northamptonshire County Council 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ winning 
total cands party 

Kingsthorpe 

Fiona Woodward 

153 

3.6 

4/6 

Lib Dem 


I Nottinghamshire County Council 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ winning 
total cands party 

Beauville 

Sadie Graham 

509 

9.3 

4/4 

Con 

Carlton West 

Bernard Wheeldon 584 

5.5 

4/4 

Labour 


I West Sussex County Council 

constituency 

candidate 

vote 

% 

position/ winning 
total cands party 

Ifield, Langley Green 
& W Green George Baldwin 

673 

7.6 

4/5 

Labour 


*Where divisions return two councillors, percentages and position in poll are calculated using only the higher vote for the two candidates of 
each party that put up more than one. 

This list only shows BNP candidates. Other far-right parties also fielded some county council candidates. 
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BNP Barking 
councillor 
resigns 


By Sonia Gable 

THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY has lost Its only councillor in 
London. Daniel Kelley, who represented Goresbrook ward 
on Barking and Dagenham council, resigned on 16 May 
citing ill health. 

The BNP quickly announced that Lawrence Rustem will 
contest the by-election, to be held on 23 June, describing 
him as a “popular hard-working activist”. Why, if he is so 
popular, did the BNP stop him campaigning in Dagenham, 
where he was the party’s general election candidate, and 
pack him off to Cheshunt, Hertfordshire, until the very last 
week before polling, when he was brought back not to 
Dagenham but to neighbouring Barking to shore up 
Richard Barnbrook’s floundering campaign? Rustem, who 
is a half Turkish Muslim and was the BNP’s candidate in 
by-elections in Village and Valence wards, Dagenham, last 
year, is notoriously disliked and distrusted by his fellow 
party members. 

Paying tribute to Kelley the BNP website said he “has 
valiantly represented the Gorsebrook [sic] Ward on 
Dagenham Council [sic]”. 

Kelley was elected in a by-election last September. In his 
short term of office he distinguished himself only for telling a 
journalist that he hadn’t got a clue about what he was doing. 

“There’s meetings that go right over my head and there’s 
little point in me being there,” Kelley told the Barking & 
Dagenham Recorder. “I’m wasting my time.” 

Kelley never spoke in the council chamber and did next 
to nothing as a councillor despite making all sorts of wild 
promises to get himself elected. He even stated that he 
would only attend the minimum number of council 
meetings - one every six months. 

Kelley could still face legal proceedings on two fronts 
after acting as election agent for Barnbrook. 

Liam Smith, the Labour lead councillor for housing in 
Barking and Dagenham, is considering a libel action 
against Barnbrook and Kelley over their lies in election 
material that he was behind a scheme to bring “Africans” 
to the borough. In a leaflet headed “Africans for Essex”, the 
BNP claimed that Councillor Smith was giving £50,000 to 
Africans to buy homes in Barking and Dagenham as part of 
a bid to buy votes. 

Councillor Smith told Searchlight, “There is no scheme 
called Africans for Essex. They made it up to scare people.” 

Barking and Dagenham council has also threatened legal 
proceedings over the naming on the BNP’s website of a 
nine-year-old local schoolgirl who suffers from Downs 
Syndrome. The child and her mother were used to attack 
Margaret Hodge, the Labour candidate, who was re-elected 
as MP for Barking. 

The by-election, coming less than a year before the full 
council elections next May, will cost the council at least 
£5,000, money that could have been better spent on the 
welfare of the community. 

Now that the voters of Goresbrook have seen that the 
BNP has nothing to offer them except lies, they are unlikely 
to give the fascist party a second chance. 



Affiliate to Trade Union 
Friends of Searchlight 

By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

■ A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 

■ Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

■ Special rates on training and educational materials. 




Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 

Union 

national/regional/branch (please specify) 

Contact name 

Position 

Address 




Postcode 


Telephone (h) (w) 


Email 


Affiliation rates per year: 

Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members 
£75; 50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members 
£150; more than 500,000 members £200. 

Cheques payable to Searchlight 


Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG ■ Tel 020 76818660 

Fax 020 76818650 m email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 

www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Standing up 
against fascism 


National Unions affiliated 

to TUFS 

Accord 

■ COMMUNITY 

■ POA 

ANGU 

■ FBU 

■ PFA 

AMICUS 

■ GMB 

■ PCS 

ASLEF 

■ MU 

■ T&G 

AMO 

■ NAPO 

■ TSSA 

BFAWU 

■ NATFHE 

■ UCATT 

BECTU 

■ NASUWT 

■ USDAW 

CWU 

■ NUM 

■ UNISON 

CYWU 

■ RMT 

■ ATL 

Connect 

■ NUT 

■ GULO 


Make sure your branch/region/national union 
is affiliated to TUFS and actively works 
against the fascists. 

For more information e-mail 
tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 
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news IN BRIEF 


Off the buses 

A man who stood as a British National Party council 
election candidate last year has lost his job as a bus 
driver after he turned up for work drunk. 

Go North East sacked Alan Brettwood in order to 
ensure the safety of bus passengers in Sunderland, 
after he failed a random breath test at work on 

5 May. He was found to be over the legal limit 
for driving. 

Brettwood stood as a BNP candidate for 
Sunderland Council in Southwick ward in June 
2004 but came bottom of the poll with 698 votes. 
He remains an active BNP member and is reported 
to have attended a BNP rally in April when Nick 
Griffin, the party leader, visited Sunderland. 

Brettwood has appealed against the company’s 
decision and a disciplinary enquiry is under way. 

Spiteful Cass 

Heartless Kirklees BNP organiser Nick Cass has shown his true 
colours by attempting to block planning permission for an 
extension that would provide better facilities for a local wheelchair- 
bound schoolgirl. 

An application was placed with Kirklees council for an extension 
to a private house in Upper Hopton around two months ago. The 
extension was to be for the family's disabled 14-year-old daughter. 

Cass turned up at the site inspection with some other BNP thugs 
and tried to intimidate the councillors on the planning committee. 

They then attended the planning meeting, where Cass spoke 
against granting permission, claiming unbelievably that the 
extension was not needed because the girl was at school for most 
of the day. 

But the planning committee did not agree with “clueless” Cass 
and unanimously approved the application. 

By-election boob 

No one’s counting 

The BNP was unable to contest a council by-election in May 
because a BNP member was arrested on suspicion of drug 
dealing before he could submit the nominations. 

Those courageous British National Party 
members who put themselves up for election, 
exposing themselves to anger and loathing from 
their neighbours, all for just a handful of votes 
and a position at the bottom of the poll, could at 
least expect their efforts to be recognised by their 
party. 

But no, two weeks after the county counci] 
elections on 5 May, the BNP website still only 
lists the results of 32 of the 45 BNP candidates 
who stood. Five candidates in Cheshire, anothei 
five in Kent, two in West Sussex and a lonely 
member in Northamptonshire might as well noi 
have bothered for all their party thinks of them. 

Perhaps they should blame Steve Blake 
the BNP’s website editor, who has attractec 
frequent criticism within the party for failing tc 
put up reports and photographs contributed b} 
BNP members. 

British National Party's ^ 

founder John Tyndall 

Nick Cass, the BNP’s Yorkshire organiser, confirmed that Karl 

Hanson, the BNP’s general election candidate in Huddersfield, 
was due to submit nomination papers for the Mirfield Town Council 
i by-election in Battyeford ward but did not make it because of his 
arrest. Cass said “We are utterly devastated. We should have stood 
in the by-election but this was beyond our control.” 

The BNP had high hopes of winning. The party had called the 
l by-election after one councillor resigned due to ill health and 
r another, who has also been ill, was removed for not attending 
> enough meetings. 

A Conservative councillor commented that the by-election 
t would cost Mirfield taxpayers £3,000, which could have been 
t better spent on good causes such as Battyeford Sporting Club. 

The BNP has had one representative on Mirfield Town Council 
, since August after Roger Roberts switched to the party from the 
l Conservatives. 

) Hanson appeared at Leeds Crown Court on 17 May where 

j he pleaded guilty to possession of class A drugs with intent 
to supply. He was fined £400 and ordered to pay £40 costs. 

Four other charges were dropped. 

Tyndall banned 

The British National Party has proscribed its own founder 

t! ; 7 
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and former leader. British Nationalist , the BNP internal 
members’ bulletin, announced in May that John Tyndall, 

72, was a proscribed person following his expulsion from 
the party last December for using “his privately owned 
magazine Spearhead to embarrass the party by association 
with nazi and anti-Semitic themes”. 


g| He had also promoted “false and malicious rumours in 

1 m :<M,: ^ ^ an effort to destabilise the party’’ and attacked his 


HR -• 1 '/• 

gg|M opponents in the party, ine ounetin instructs 

members to have nothing to do with him and to avoid 
him “at all costs”, otherwise they risk disciplinary 
lllBKlk proceedings themselves. 

The proscription has caused dissent within the party 
l|(j|B| and some prominent members have objected to being 
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Nightmare continues 

A notorious nazi football hooligan nicknamed “Nightmare" 
could return to prison after being convicted of threatening 
behaviour at an Islamic rally in Trafalgar Square. 

Andrew Frain, 40, had been released early from a 
seven-year sentence imposed in December 2000 for 
planning violence at a football match and trying to disrupt 
a march through London to commemorate Bloody Sunday. 
His associate, Jason Marriner, was jailed for six years but 
has also now been freed. 

Since his release Frain has been seen on a National 
Front march in Woolwich and at British National Party 
meeting in west London. He maintains contact with Charlie 
Sargent, the former leader of the nazi terror group Combat 
18, who is serving a life sentence for murder. 

Frain has 34 previous convictions including possession 
of racist material, assaulting a police officer, burglary, 
possession of an offensive weapon and importing drugs. 
At their trial in 2000, the judge described Frain and 
Marriner as “dangerous men” who “relish violence”. 

Frain and Marriner featured in a BBC documentary in 
which they were filmed undercover organising football 
violence and planning fights between their gang, the 
Chelsea Headhuntrs, and rival fans. 

The police had kept a close watch on Frain when they 
spotted him at the Trafalgar Square rally because of his 
previous record. As he approached a pen where the police 
were holding National Front supporters he started abusing 
a group four Asian men. Witnesses said he made a Nazi 
salute. After police moved in to arrest him, he called the 
Asian men “wogs” and “f***ing radical Muzzies”. 



told whom they can associate with. The members’ bulletin 
explains that “the BNP is striving to show a clean face to the 
public”. However the whole concept of proscribing an 
individual is the hallmark of a totalitarian organisation, not 
a democratic political party. 

And Kenny Smith, editor of British Nationalist , is hardly a 
suitable person to complain about nazi associations. 
Smith, who hails from the Western Isles, was better known 
by his nickname Kas when he used to correspond with 
thugs from the nazi terror group Combat 18 and national 
socialist activists within the BNP. 

If taken seriously, the proscription would cause 
particular difficulty for Tyndall’s wife, Valerie, who is 
understood still to be a BNP member. 

The BNP also proscribed Peter Shaw, its former Bourne¬ 
mouth organiser, and Ian Edwards, the former Hillingdon 
organiser. Both had previously been expelled. 


A free Barnbrook in 
every packet 

WHAT DO YOU do with leftover election addresses after polling 
day? Send them out as a “momento” [sic] of the general 
election to party members. 

Describing the leaflet as “the party’s best ever General 
Election address” the BNP members’ bulletin for May 2005 
explains that “the party often makes big demands upon you, 
the members, but where we can, we like to give a little back”. 
Hence the inclusion of a glossy full-colour leaflet promoting 
Richard Barnbrook, the BNP’s Barking candidate, with every 
bulletin. 

Presumably the party did not think that its legion of activists 
drafted into Barking were already sick of the sight of the 
election address that they had spent weeks fruitlessly stuffing 
through letterboxes. 

The leaflet itself is peppered with pictures of smartly turned 
out white men and women, plus two children, purporting to 
be ordinary people voting BNR Not so. Among the line-up are 
Nick Cass, the BNP’s Yorkshire organiser, with his family, 
Mark Collett, the BNP’s print shop manager, with partner, and 
other BNP officers and activists. 

Barnbrook himself poses grim-faced outside the Houses of 
Parliament wearing his one and only brown suit and nearly 
matching brown tie. 


Racist attack in 
Barking 

A MAN HAS been arrested on suspicion of committing 
a racially motivated assault on a man outside Barking 
railway station. The victim, an Asian man aged 31, was 
sitting under a bus shelter at around 5.00 in the 
morning of Saturday 23 April, waiting for a colleague to 
pick him up. 

Two white men aged 18 to 19 came towards him and 
knocked some papers he was looking at out of his hand. 
They then threw bundles of newspapers at him which 
they had picked up from outside a shop and grabbed 
his rucksack. 

The victim ran after them and grabbed it back. One of 
the attackers tried to hold the victim in a bear hug but 
the victim broke free and ran into the station entrance. 
The attackers followed and subjected him to a fusillade 
of kicks and punches to the head and body. 

Throughout the attack the victim was subjected to a 
tirade of racist abuse and one of the attackers spat into 
his face several times. The victim was taken to King 
George’s Hospital where he was treated for bruising to 
his head and body. 

Detective Constable Nigel Chambers of the Barking 
and Dagenham Community Safety Unit said, “This was 
a unprovoked and cowardly attack on a man who was 
on his way to work. The attack took place over a period 
of 15 minutes and the injuries to the victim could have 
been so much worse.” 

As so many times in the past, it seems that wherever 
the BNP is active racist attacks follow. 
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This machine 
kills fascists 


Matthew Collins reports from a unique Billy Bragg concert 



T hese days Billy Bragg ends his gigs by saying, “and I 
come from Barking” These words were especially 
apt when he spoke them soon after singing the 
stirring Woody Guthrie song All you fascists bound to lose 
at a gig in Barking and Dagenham for anti-fascists 
campaigning against the British National Party in the 
run-up to the general election. 

That song, followed by Bragg’s own composition, 
Waiting for the great leap forwards , refreshed and 
refuelled people’s determination to match the BNP word 
for word and pamphlet for pamphlet in the last few 
weeks of the campaign, in the face of some in the labour 
movement who preferred to ignore the large numbers of 
fascists bussed into their area from afar. 

Like a true legend, Bragg turned up in the middle of a 
Saturday afternoon leafleting session after driving from 
a sell-out concert the previous night in Bristol, with just 


his guitar and a pack of mints, and a lot of questions 
about our campaign. 

Bragg had already travelled the country, invigorating 
local campaigns with his words and actions, even if it 
did mean MP and local councillors wanting to sing 
A new England with him. “If they don’t know the words, 
they have them written down,” he says bemused. 

Thankfully, Dagenham’s MP agreed not to sing before 
Billy plugged his guitar in at a local school where a pupil 
had volunteered to spend his Saturday looking after the 
PA system. There was after all leafleting to be done 
before people could sit down for a concert. 

Billy insisted on helping to distribute Searchlight’s 
special election tabloid for Barking door-to-door before 
letting the local press take photographs. We were only 
minutes behind the fascists from the BNP who had been 
to the same doors, screwing up their leaflets through 
letter boxes in a rush to get out of the area. But you 
would have to be a fool not to notice that there is some 
support for the BNP’s policies in the area, and that a 
local campaign on local issues is the only way to beat 
them. And Billy is the archetypal local “boy done good”. 

Three lads who came on the off-chance that the 
special guest would be Billy happily sit in his car 
minding his guitar and listening to the football, helping 
themselves to his mints and relaying football updates. 
Every few minutes they take delight in reminding Billy 
that West Ham had a disappointing result earlier in the 
day. He would later dedicate a song to them, “the Morris 
dancers”, as he calls them, while they pass the last of his 
mints around and later request autographed copies of 
his CDs. 

That evening, all the time Billy plays, people call out 
requests or silently move their lips in synch. You never 
know when he’ll change a line like from “being on 
blacklists” to “being on websites”. Every subtle change is 
neatly arranged, but these days he’s aware that not 
everyone likes “their” songs altered. “I got a lot of grief 
for altering A new England" he tells me, but there are no 
complaints when he throws in Kirsty MacColl’s verse 
and name-checks her for it. 

The great Woody Guthrie had on his guitar 
This machine kills fascists”. By singing in the front 
line against the BNP in Barking, Billy Bragg is a 

rvlitVirip’Q 



Schools competition 
gives red card to racism 


by Gavin Sutherland 

ore than 1,300 schools took part in the fifth 
national anti-racist competition for schools run by 
Show Racism the Red Card, nearly twice as many 
as last year. This meant that thousands of young people 
produced anti-racism themed poetry, artwork, short stories 
and videos. 

The competition has simple rules. Each school receives 
an education pack and pupils must watch a video and 
discuss it with their teacher before sending in an anti¬ 
racism themed entry. The video has links with different parts 
of the curriculum so pupils can access the resources 
through a number of subjects, supported by the education 
pack’s activity ideas, questions for discussion, fact-sheets 
and research tasks. Schools have found this flexibility 
particularly useful. 

The overall prize-giving ceremony 
for the 2005 competition was held 
at the Hilton Hotel, London on 11 May. 

The organisers invited every person who 
produced a winning entry - 43 from 
throughout England and Wales. Another 
25 winners from Scotland had already 
received their prizes at an event at 
Hampden Park in March. 

At the ceremony the winners were 
presented with glass trophies, 
certificates and personal prizes such as 
signed football shirts, balls and match 
tickets, donated by football clubs. The 
youngsters received their prizes from 
footballers, ex pros and managers, 
actors and a singer. The ceremony was 
hosted by the ITV football commentator 
Robbie Earle and the actress Charlie 
Hardwick. Helping to give out the awards 
were the football personalities Graham 
Taylor, Warren Barton, Gavin Peacock, 

John Barnes, Graeme Le Saux, Brendon 
Batson and Chris Powell, the actor Jack 
Ellis and the singer Heather Small. 

In addition to the individual prizes, 
increased sponsorship of this year’s 
competition enabled the organisers to 
divide the entries from England and 
Wales into 10 regional sections. The 
best overall entry from each region 
received a cheque for £750 for their 
school. Regional prize-giving ceremonies 
had taken place in the month before the 
final event at Leeds United FC, Everton 
FC, Wolverhampton Wanderers FC and 
Newcastle United FC. So many of the 
winners had already been to a prize¬ 
giving ceremony and had picked up their 
main prizes. 

In addition the competition judges had 


also chosen an overall first, second and third prize for the 
whole competition. The third placed school received an 
additional cheque for £500, the second placed £1,000 and 
the first placed was awarded £2,000. Show Racism the Red 
Card tried to make the prizes for these winners as special as 
possible. The two pupils who produced the overall winning 


entry met Thierry Henry and received signed shirts from him. 

Show Racism the Red Card has been really impressed 
with the thought and effort put into all the entries, the John Barnes, 
number of schools taking part and entries received, and Gavin 
the quality of those entries. The organisers look forward to Peacock, 
more successful school competitions in future years. Chris Hope 

To find out more about show Racism the Red Card visit Photo: 
www.srtrc.org. Geoff Mason 
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Solly Kaye 


by 1 ech 

T he death of my old friend and comrade Solly 
Kaye at the age of 91 on May Day - he always 
planned things well! - brings almost to an end a 
remarkable generation of Jewish communists who 
played a key role in fighting racism and fascism in 
the East End of London. 

Solly was a councillor in Stepney from 1956 to 
1965 (when Stepney Council was abolished under 
the London Government Act which created the 
London Borough of Tower Hamlets) and then in 
the new borough until 1971. He almost always got 
more votes than the Tories. Some of the graffiti 
about him probably still survives. When the Granby 
Estate in Bethnal Green was being built by the 
Greater London Council in the mid-1970s, 
the cleansing department were ordered to wash off 
all the graffiti before building began - which they did 
until they came to one that said “Vote for Solly 
Kaye”. They refused to remove that one. 

The excellent obituary by Aubrey Morris in 
The Guardian on 4 May began with the statement 
that “it was once said” of Solly that “he was a 
charismatic orator whose election meetings 
resembled old-fashioned revival meetings, though 
without reference to God”. When I read this comment 
it sounded familiar, and I then realised that I had said 
it! Many years earlier the late Father John Groser, 
who worked in the East End from 1922 to 1962, said 
“Solly Kaye is the one remaining prophet of the Lord 
amid all the prophets of Baal on Stepney Council”, a 
comment which amused and moved the atheist 
Solly enormously, but did not please the (very 
rightwing) Labour establishment. Both Solly and John 
were involved in the Battle of Cable Street in 1936. 

Solly was immensely popular among thousands of 
non-communists because of his dedication to people 
in need. He campaigned for justice in housing and 
rents, and was a key figure in mobilising 


Profiteering landlords feared him. He opposed 
immigration controls from the late 1950s, and fought 
racism and fascism consistently. The East End 
may never see his like again. The graffiti “Vote for 
Solly Kaye” are not only memorable: they are unique. 
No other political figure ever had his graffiti 
preserved for so long. 


Kenneth Leech was an Anglican priest in East London 
from 1964 to 2004. 
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" W on Todd, the highly respected leader of the 
Transport and General Workers' Union for seven 
JL myears, passed away a few days before the people of 
his home borough of Barking and Dagenham decisively 
rejected the British National Party in the general election. 
He was 78. 

Ron rose through the ranks of the TGWU from stop 
steward at Fords in Dagenham to district officer and 
regional secretary before taking responsibility for the 
whole of the car industry. He was elected General 
Secretary in 1985 and promptly called a second ballot, 
which he won again, to prove to his members that 
allegations by his rightwing opponents of ballot rigging 
were unfounded. 

He was born in Walthamstow, east London, to a working 
class family. His mother played the piano in cinemas 
showing silent movies and his father worked in various 
trades before going off to serve in the Royal Marines, 
where Ron followed him towards the end of the Second 
World War. 

He was posted to Hong Kong, where on one occasion 
he had to escort Japanese war criminals to be executed. 
The contrast he saw between the mansions of the wealthy 
and the poor starving children dying in the streets left a 
huge impression on him and he became convinced that 
“the only route to people's improvement was through 
collective action". 

Ron was a true internationalist, a personal friend of 
Nelson Mandela and a dedicated supporter of the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. He had a wide 
range of interests including collecting fossils and playing 
the piano. One could truly say he was as honest as the day 
is long. 

While head of the TGWU he bore the brunt of Thatcher's 
hatred of organised labour and Neil Kinnock’s early 
moves, despite his leftwing rhetoric, towards a rightwing 
Labour agenda that failed the unions in their darkest 
period in postwar history. British manufacturing 
industry was in decline and Fords suffered especially 
badly. Yet Ron retained the respect of his members and 
was instrumental in the election of Bill Morris the first 
black leader of a national trade union. 

Three months ago, despite being in the final stages of 
the leukaemia from which he had suffered for a long 
time, he came to the meeting that launched Barking and 
Dagenham Together and delivered a brilliant analysis of 
the problems facing those in the front line of the battle 
against the BNR 

Nick Lowles speaking for Searchlight that night 
was more than a little grateful to hear Ron's ringing 
endorsement of our community fightback programme. 
Ill as he was, he was honoured to become the 
group's patron. 

He stayed at the front line until the end, an inspiration 
to us all. 

Salud Ron 





Thousands march 
at Auschwitz 

Holocaust Remembrance Day in Poland 


By Sarabjit Singh 



S ome 18,000 people gathered at Auschwitz 
on 5 May 2005 to remember the Holocaust 
60 years after the liberation of Europe. 
They had come from all over the world. 

The number 18,000 was chosen to represent the 
Hebrew word for life, chai - in Hebrew the number 
18 is represented by two letters that spell chai. 

Children, girls with banners, elderly men and 
women all walked the two miles from Auschwitz 
to Birkenau in memory of the Holocaust. 
They saw the ruins of the gas chambers which 
the fleeing Nazis tried to destroy in an attempt 
to erase the evidence of the largest death camp 
in Europe, where 1.5 million European Jews were 
murdered. 

Uniquely and poignantly this was perhaps the 
largest gathering of survivors in the history of 
the March of the Living, the annual Holocaust 
memorial that started in 1988. Many survivors 
found it painful to attend but wanted to honour 
those who did not survive Hitler’s death camp. 

“I had to force myself, 61 years later, to come 
back,” said a grandfather who survived Auschwitz. 

Anti-fascists were out on patrol the day before 
the march. Nazi skinheads had threatened to 
attack the participants on previous occasions and 
scattered Holocaust denial leaflets the night 
before near the former Nazi camp. We kept a look 
out for fascist graffiti because a few years ago 
Nazis sprayed “Gas six million more”, which the 
survivors saw on the wall outside the camp. 

The March of the Living programme was 
started to combat the Holocaust deniers and to 
challenge falsification of history. Because of this 
fascists have harassed marchers in the past. 
Nazi skinheads hurled broken beer bottles at two 
Jewish girls in the wake of one march. 

The 18,000 men, women and children, Jews and 
non-Jews, Holocaust survivors and Second World 
War veterans who took part all stood united in one 
common cause to pledge “Never Again”. 

World leaders were also present to pledge their 
commitment to fight against hatred and prejudice. 
We all gathered under the notorious Auschwitz 
entrance arch with its slogan “Arbeit Macht Frei\ 
which translates “work makes you free”. Of course 
that was a lie and the only way out of Auschwitz for 
most was death. 

Despite reassurances that the Polish authorities 
take fascist threats seriously, what became 
apparent on an earlier visit this year was their 
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Remembering 

the 

Holocaust: 
Survivors are 
joined by 
thousands 
from around 
the world who 
pledged 
"Never Again" 
at Birkenau 


unwillingness to combat antisemitism. Antisemitic 
newspapers are distributed by the official Polish 
state-owned distribution centre together with the 
major Polish national and regional papers, and are 
not treated as offensive fringe papers. 

Antisemitic books are sold openly and without 
any opposition in Warsaw. Antisemitic literature is 
found in kiosks, in bookshops and on newspaper 
stalls all over the city. 

This year, on a national holiday in Poland to 
celebrate its constitution, I came across an elderly 
Polish antisemite who was trying to recruit people. 
When he argued, “the Jew controlled every word in 
the newspapers in Poland ...” many nodded their 
heads in agreement. 

Sixty years ago 1.5 million Jews from all over 
Europe were murdered at Auschwitz. Six million 
Jews altogether perished in the Holocaust. 
Auschwitz had other victims of Nazi genocide too. 
Half a million Roma were murdered like the Jews 
because of their “race”. The Nazis committed 
genocide against the Poles and murdered 
countless others in the name of Nazism. With such 
a devastating legacy it is important for the Polish 
officials to combat fascism head on. 

Chief Rabbi Yisrael Lau, a survivor himself, led 
prayers for the six million dead, recalling all the 
Nazi extermination camps. 

While the speeches took place, harrowing 
pictures of the Holocaust were shown on two large 
video screens on both sides of the stage. 

The memorial ceremony was held at the spot 
where the Auschwitz doctor Josef Mengele, known 
as the “Angel of Death”, decided who would be sent 
to labour camps and who would die immediately. 

Jews were rounded up in villages and towns, 
murdered in the streets and inside synagogues and 
Jewish cemeteries, and in the gas chambers at 
Birkenau and other extermination camps such as 
Treblinka. Jews were murdered in the forests and 
fields and forced to dig their own graves before 
being shot. Over one and a half million Jewish 
children perished. If there was a part of the 
memorial service that touched us all it was the 
remembrance of all those children. 

People sometimes ask why the Holocaust should 
be remembered. The answer is that the world has 
clearly not fully learned the lessons from the 
Holocaust when genocide is still perpetrated in 
places such as Rwanda and Bosnia. Never Again 
must become a universal message. 



The 

Holocaust: 
Children 
waiting to 
meet their 
fate at 
Birkenau 
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The pope’s in jail 
and the king is dead 

By Martin Theriault 


The Canadian white supremacist movement 
is in shock over the loss of its two key figures 
of the past 30 years. 

The pope’s in jail 

Ernst Zundel, the self-proclaimed guru of the right, sits 
in prison in Mannheim, Germany, after being deported 
from Canada. He is now trying to convince his followers 
that his trial will be “the mother of all prosecutions for 
political offences”. In his first letter from prison, Zundel 
claims “not since this regime was installed in 1945 [in 
Germany] and thereafter was there a case and a prisoner 
like Ernst Zundel. This is not bragging; it’s merely stating 
a reality. A fact of history!” 

Several months of isolation and confinement have 
clearly had an impact on Zundel, but we must also 
recognise the effect of the absence of a major reference 
point of the Canadian white supremacist movement. 
This is a major blow for the enemies of freedom, but it is 
not the only one they have suffered recently. 

The king is dead 

On 13 April Wolfgang Droege, former leader of the 
Heritage Front, was gunned down and left for dead in 
the hallway of his Toronto apartment. The main 
organiser and fundraiser for the neo-nazi movement in 
Canada for several decades was found face-down and 
motionless, in just his underwear and a T-shirt, by 
members of the Emergency Task Force who entered the 
building. After a stand-off with the killer, police arrested 
Keith Deroux and charged him with second-degree 
murder. Rumours spread about the killing being the 
result of a love triangle but the motive is more likely to 
be found in his political and criminal activities. 

Golden triangle 

Droege started his neo-nazi and criminal career in the 
1970s. After joining the Western Guard Party and getting 


arrested for public mischief and assaults, he rapidly 
hooked up with David Duke and the Ku Klux Klan in the 
US and became its main Canadian organiser. In the 
early 1980s, he was part of an international plot to 
overthrow the Dominican regime. An international 
assortment of neo-nazis planned to topple the 
government of this small Caribbean island and establish 
an international cocaine ring that would fund the white 
supremacist movement in North America and Europe. 

Following his release from jail, he was later arrested 
again for cocaine possession and weapons offences 
while rebuilding his neo-nazi network. From the late 
1980s to the mid 1990s, he led the Heritage Front, 
the most important neo-nazi group in Canada since the 
Second World War. During those years, he was involved 
in drugs and other illegal activities. His last prison term 
was in the mid 1990s when he was convicted of 
contempt of court for operating a telephone hateline for 
the Heritage Front. Since then, he has been the king and 
the don of the movement while continuing to run drug 
and cigarette smuggling operations. 

Neo-nazis in shock 

While the heirs to the crown have been trying to portray 
him as a martyr, some members of the movement were 
quite open about him. “He was dealing in drugs, 
everybody knew it but he was never arrested,” said the 
leader of the Nationalist Party of Canada, and, “he was 
never without a giant bankroll of high-denomination 
bills which he was proud to display ... with a general 
disdain for the unwashed masses and generous to 
strippers”. 

The fact is that Droege had lost his superstar status in 
the mid-1990s when anti-fascists exposed Grant Bristow 
as a Canadian Security and Intelligence Services’ mole 
in the Heritage Front and the key organiser of a major 
terror campaign against Canadian citizens, The scandal 
caused the collapse of the Heritage Front. Even Bristow 
now admits that his exposure and not his work led to the 
downfall of the Heritage Front according to a recent 
newspaper interview. 

After that Droege played a backroom role in the nazi 
movement and travelled extensively to Europe and 
Russia over the years. His last public appearance, 
ironically, was at a deportation hearing for Ernst Zundel. 
Droege was a very secretive man. Neo-nazis will be 
surprised to hear that for many years he had breakfast 
each week with the head of the Hate Crime Unit of 
Metro Toronto Police. They will also be shocked that at 
my last meeting with Droege in the mid-1990s he 
offered me the membership lists of the Heritage Front 
and the Canadian Ku Klux Klan. 

With the guru in Germany and the king in Valhalla, the 
movement is now seeking new leaders. But all the 
potential heirs are facing legal proceedings with more to 
follow. It will be interesting to watch the reorganisation 
of the leadership of the Canadian white supremacist 
movement over the coming months. 
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RUSSIA 

Pagan fascists invade 
May Day march 

From Antifasistski Motiv for 
Antifa-Net in St Petersburg 

A LARGE MOB of fascists from the self-styled Slavic 
Community joined this year’s May Day demonstration 
in St Petersburg. Anti-immigration slogans were 
widespread and the only sign of opposition to the 
fascists came from a small group of about 50 anarchists 
who shouted anti-fascist slogans and carried banners 
with the word “antifa”. 

Large numbers of riot police were on hand and tried 
several times to isolate the anti-fascists from the rest of 
the demonstration, which was dominated by the official 
trade unions and the Communist Party of Russia. 

Over 100 people marched behind the Slavic 
Community banner, which bore the slogan, “The 
Russians are going”, an oblique reference to President 


Vladimir Putin’s youth movement, Go Together. Their 
orange leaflets adopted even more exotic language, 
calling on Slavs to “come and stand shoulder to shoulder 
in the column of tribesmen, to defend Russia against 
aliens”. 

Whether the “aliens” originated from outer space was 
not stated but the rhetoric and symbolism of the Slavic 
Community is reminiscent of the pagan Perunist 
movement which is responsible for much of the fascist 
violence in St Petersburg. The Perunists are a 
resurrection of the cult of the Slav god of thunder Perun. 

The Slavic Community is headed by the pagan white 
supremacist Roman Perin, currently chief editor of the 
newspaper za russkoye delo (for the Russian cause) and 
an active fascist for the past 15 years. 

Perin, a notorious antisemite, signed a recent petition 
to ban all Jewish organisations, religious and secular, in 
Russia (see Searchlight March 2005). “Only an awakened 
race conscience, a united white race, can save the world 
from catastrophe,” he contends. 

Before and during the May Day rally, the police 
isolated the Slavic Community contingent and checked 
several of their IDs. Afterwards the police left them in 
peace and concentrated their attention on the 
anarchists and National Bolsheviks at the rear of the 
march, preventing them from reaching Palace Square, 
where speakers addressed around 5,000 people. 

Incredibly, Perin featured as one of the speakers and 
was allowed to rage against immigrants and “alien plots” 
against the Russian people. 


Danger: official ‘anti-fascists’ at work 

From Mara Vladimirova for Antifa-Net in Moscow 


THE LEADER of a new youth movement says that its aim will be 
to “fight fascism and nationalism”. The manifesto of Nashi 
(Ours) proclaims that it will be a movement for young people 
aged 17 to 22, but it is no secret that it was created by Vladimir 
Putin’s government to become a base for a new pro-Putin party 
that will participate in the presidential elections in 2008. 

Nashi is in fact a clone of the existing pro-Putin organisation, Go 
Together, and even shares the same leader, Vasili Jackemenko. 
In press interviews, Jackemenko named Edouard Limonov’s 
National Bolshevik Party (NBP) as top of his list of enemies. 

Jackemenko also said that his movement considers the anti- 
Putin politicians Vladimir Ryzhkov and Irina Khakamada, of the 
centrist Union of the Right Forces (SPS), and the former chess 
player and human rights advocate, Gary Kasparov, to be “fascist 
collaborators”. 

Nashi first came to public attention in an article by Oleg Kashin 
in the well informed magazine Kommersant. Kashin specialises 
in reporting on radical movements and personally knows the 
leaders of the Third Positionist NBP and the young communists 
of the Red Youth Vanguard (AKM). Kashin’s scepticism about 
Nashi led to him being branded a personal enemy of the 
organisation and being physically attacked and thrown out of one 
its meetings. 

The NBP has accused Nashi members of being behind two 
recent attacks on its Moscow headquarters. There may be some 
truth in this allegation because in the past two years the Kremlin 
has flagged up the NBP as one of its main targets. This enables 
Putin to present his commitment to the fight against extremism 
to the outside world by arresting teenage NBP members. 

According to witnesses at the NBP’s offices, the attacks were 
very carefully prepared. Forty people arrived in a small bus and 


two luxurious cars, shouting nazi slogans and armed with spade 
handles and other weapons. The police were called but only 
arrived two hours afterwards. 

The NBP said it believed that those who carried out the 
attacks were football hooligans from a Moscow fan group called 
Gladiators and that Nashi paid them for their work. Kashin and 
llja Jashin, the leader of the youth wing of the liberal party in 
Moscow, saw a former leading football hooligan at the Nashi 
meeting. 

After the Moscow incidents, Nashi members in Kaluga, about 
100km from Moscow, accused the NBP of an attack on their 
headquarters. Within days, Nashi members organised a meeting 
in the town attended by about 800 people, many from faraway 
cities. This suggests that “the attack by the NBP” might have 
been a provocation because in Russian conditions people could 
not have been mobilised so quickly to travel such huge distances 
to attend a meeting for which, legally, ten days notice would have 
been required. 

The independent radio station Echo of Moscow has since 
commented that Nashi exists only because of journalists and 
would evaporate if the media stopped publicising it but the pro- 
Kremlin television channel Canal 1 broadcasts interviews with 
Nashi leaders who repeat the dubious claim that their task is to 
“fight fascism”. 

The reality is less heroic. The well scrubbed and eminently 
respectable boys and girls who make up Nashi’s ranks and look 
just like former Komsomol (Soviet-era Young Communists) 
activists are more anxious to get onto the political career ladder 
than to research and combat Russia’s mushrooming hardcore 
and murderous nazi skinhead. In short, the whole outfit is a 
state-sponsored caricature of anti-fascism. 


Searchlight June 2005 25 






World View 


AUSTRIA 

Swedish 
antisemite 
published in 
Austria 

From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 

The Austrian leftwing publisher ProMedia has brought out 
a book of writings by a Swedish antisemite. Israel Shamir, 
who changed his name to Joran Jermas in 2001 and 
has claimed to be “one of Israel’s leading intellectuals”, 
is no stranger to the pages of Searchlight , which has 
exposed his links with other antisemites and loony 
conspiracy theorists. 

The editor of the book, Flowers of Galilee , is Fritz 
Edlinger, general secretary of the Austria-Arab Friendship 
Society and a former representative of the Austrian 
Social Democrats on the Socialist International’s Middle 
East Committee. Edlinger also wrote a foreword 
describing Shamir as a “leftist and a radical democrat”. 

The ravings on Shamir’s website give an insight into 
just what kind of “intellectual” he is. Shamir, who 
professes to be a Greek Orthodox Christian but 
previously claimed to be a Jew, writes for example: 
“The Jewish supremacy forces and the greed 
worshippers united again to crucify Christ. The US, this 
New Rome, again gives hand and agrees to become the 
executioner. Now it is our turn to decide. ... they will 
destroy the Mother Earth herself, turn her into 
wastelands of Mordor. They need this victory to bind us 
together by the dark forces of domination. Let us deny 
them, this time.” 

Elsewhere, he rants: “The Jews are forever fighting 
Christ and the Church; there is no chance for peace 
in the Holy Land unless the position of the Synagogue 
is undermined and the Jews saved by the Church”. 
He repeats the infamous blood libel that Jews have 
used the blood of Christian children whom they 
murdered to produce unleavened bread. Bizarrely, 
Shamir has also claimed that even if the notorious 
book, The Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion, is a 
forgery it is nevertheless true. 

The book includes a German translation of Shamir’s 
article “The Shadow of ZOG”. ZOG in nazi parlance 
means “Zionist Occupation Government” and is a term 
used by hate groups and antisemites. The article says: 
“The Occupation Regime in Iraq was installed by the US 
army in the interests of Zionists, and it may be rightly 
called ZOG, Zionist Occupation Government, if anything. 
However, this ZOG is also a servant of Darkness and 


Annihilation, for its first step was the destruction of 
Baghdad’s libraries and museums.... The problem is 
that the US people have no way out of the Zionist 
takeover.... The prominence of Jews in Western 
discourse causes the same sort of trouble that you 
would experience if you were to refuel your diesel car 
with petrol.” 

Shamir, the author of this shameless antisemitic 
frenzy, is not reticent about collaborating with fascists. 
Although until recently he was more or less unknown, his 
articles are published and his books praised with 
increasing frequency on revisionist websites and in 
publications. 

Shamir notes on his German website that the ZOG 
article was translated into German for the so-called 
German College (Deutsches Kolleg), an intellectual outfit 
whose leaders, Reinhold Oberlercher and Horst Mahler, 
made their way from the radical left to the nazi right. 
The German College acts as a nazi ideological and 
linguistic training centre. Oberlercher and the former 
terrorist Mahler want to ban Jewish communities and 
their declarations often amount to no less than 
antisemitic and racist tirades. 

Many so-called anti-Zionist agitators as a matter of 
course criticise Israeli policies and Zionism by 
intertwining antisemitic motifs and challenging the 
legitimacy of the State of Israel and its right to exist. 
Shamir incorporates themes typically used by the 
National Bolshevik Party in post Soviet Russia. This toxic 
catechism of antisemitism claims that Jews are the 
enemy, that capitalism is Jewish and that the Jews rule 
the USA. 

Shamir depicts Jews as totally malign by nature with 
incorrigible negative traits. Because of their “bad 
nature”, he thinks that Jews have to be seen not as 
individuals but as a collective, that they remain 
essentially alien in their surrounding societies, that they 
bring disaster to their “host societies” or even the whole 
world. Because the Jews allegedly exercise their 
influence secretly, he evidently feels obliged to 
“unmask” their conspiratorial character. 

This so-called “new antisemitism” has insidiously 
made its way into wider political debate and is much 
favoured by Islamists and Arab nationalists, who reject 
any chance for peace in the Middle East. 

Today, it is not crude fascist-type street politics that 
mainly characterises antisemitism but heavily coded and 
implicit “drip-drip-drip” arguments - almost always 
accompanied by a pre-emptive disavowal of any 
antisemitic intent - that the world’s problems, including 
the terrorist attacks of 11 September (and even the 
tsunami) have their origins in the policies of and the 
existence of Israel, that Israel can get away with it 
because the USA gives it carte blanche and does so 
because its own government is under pressure from, or 
is itself, ZOG. This kind of argument is a key ingredient of 
simplistic, everything is black or white, assessments 
of events in the Middle East, especially the Israel- 
Palestine issue. 

Antisemitic conspiracy theories can be found also on 
the left, in parts of the peace movement and among 
opponents of globalisation, especially in so-called “anti¬ 
imperialist” circles in Austria, Italy and France. That is 
precisely why this kind of thinking is so dangerous. 
Mahler, who calls himself a “national Marxist”, openly 
propagates a “red-brown alliance”. And the fact, that 
Austrian leftists can publish Shamir’s crude antisemitic 
rubbish suggests that this approach has already gained 
a small measure of success. 
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FRANCE 

FN pursues 
half-hearted 
'no’ campaign 

From Esbe for Reflexes and 
Antifa-Net in Paris. 

THE FASCIST FRONT NATIONAL (FN) demonstrated in 
the heart of Paris on 1 May as it has done every year 
since 1987. The FN march does not celebrate the 
working class but is staged in honour of Joan of Arc, who 
for Jean-Marie Le Pen, the FN leader, is the biggest 
symbol of French resistance to “foreign invasion”. 

Around 4,000 took part, a big drop from the heady 
days before the 1998 split in the party when as many as 
20,000 would turn out to wave the tricolour flags and 
listen eagerly to Le Pen's racist bile. Nevertheless, the FN 
is still the only French political party able to organise a 
mass demonstration on its own, a fact that the press 
sometimes forgets. 

Despite the FN’s best efforts, this year’s event was 
rather ragged. The party federations marched dutifully 
behind each other, but rather spread out in a bid to 
make the march look larger, while younger participants 
dawdled along. 

A characteristic this year was the visibility of 
skinheads and other radical elements and the way in 
which they were integrated in the demonstration. 
Contrary to what the FN told the press beforehand, 
its strongarm squad, the DPS, appeared to have no 
instructions to eject the boneheads and strove to avoid 
incidents of any kind. A young man was able to walk 
through the demonstration shouting “Young people shit 
on the Front National” without anyone - DPS or 
marchers - trying to stop him. 

Demonstrators carried numerous posters urging a 
“no” vote in the referendum on the European 
Constitution, the day’s main theme. There were only a 
few people selling more radical extremist literature such 
as ID, the new newspaper of the Bloc Identitaire, or 
distributing leaflets, such as Belgians from the Nation 
group advertising Novopress, an attempt at a nationalist 
internet news service. 

Unlike in previous years there was no music and the 
slogans were just the FN’s usual tired fare: “France for 
the French” and “Chirac, Turkey, treason”, a reference to 
potential Turkish entry into the European Union. 

The march was, of course, headed by Le Pen, 
accompanied by Bruno Gollnisch, his deputy, and Le 
Pen’s daughter Marine, who is hoping to succeed her 
father and is therefore in open conflict with Gollnisch 
and a large part of the FN’s leadership. 

After the march arrived at the Place de l’Opera, Le Pen 



made a long speech against the EU constitution on which 
France was voting in a referendum on 29 May. Nick Griffin, 
leader of the British National Party, listened fawningly. 

The FN has in fact been rather quiet in the referendum 
campaign that started in March despite the “yes” 
campaigners using its presence in the “no” camp to 
disparage their opponents. Thanks to what the FN’s 
Political Bureau calls this strategy of “demonisation”, the 
FN has had more publicity than it could remotely have 
generated itself even though Gollnisch, the party’s 
campaign director, is not being invited to take part in 
television interviews and Le Pen, showing his age, 
becomes confused at the more complicated and 
technical questions. 

For its television campaign against the constitution, 
the FN decided to use all seven of its MEPs rather than 
only Le Pen, as in previous campaigns. The FN used it as 
an opportunity to rehearse all its threadbare political 
obsessions: xenophobia (Turkish EU membership must 
be stopped at all costs), nationalism (“we cannot allow 
them to sign France’s death certificate”) and religion 
(“the defence of Europe’s Christian values”). 

Somewhat comically the authoritarian FN denounces 
the “removal of democracy and freedoms as a result of 
the EU constitution project” and the “totalitarian flood 
of propaganda” for a “yes” vote. The fascists have even 
waxed lyrical about their recognition of minority rights, 
freedom of religion and freedom to marry and start a 
family. 

But the FN campaign has been far from dynamic. 
Perhaps the FN is mindful of the fact that it would gain 
little strength from a “no” vote because the main 
beneficiary would be the “sovereigntists” led by Philippe 
De Villiers. Internal tensions over the succession to 
Le Pen have also probably had a dampening effect. 


Two faces of 
the FN’s May 
Day march in 
Paris. Top: 
skinheads 
were very 
prominent. 
Above, left to 
right: Marine 
Le Pen, Jean- 
Marie Le Pen 
and Bruno 
Gollnisch 


Searchlight June 2005 27 






NETHERLANDS 


Grey Wolves stage anti-Armenian rally 

From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


Turkish 
translation of 
Hitler’s Mein 
Kampf, which 
has recently 
become a 
best-seller 


THE TURKISH FASCIST Grey Wolves staged a 
youth rally in Utrecht on 24 April, the day 
Armenians worldwide commemorate the Turkish 
genocide against them that took place between 
1915 and 1923. 

This was the second youth meeting of the Grey 
Wolves since they established their umbrella 
organisation, Turkse Federatie Nederland (TFN), in 
1995. It can only be seen as a direct insult to the 
memory of the Armenian genocide, still a very 
controversial topic in Turkey and in Turkish 
communities across Europe. 

Despite numerous eye-witness accounts, 
documents, scientific studies and a mountain of 
other evidence to the contrary, Turkish ultra¬ 
nationalists claim that the Armenians committed 
genocide against the Turks and that Armenians and 
Russians tried to take over the Ottoman Empire 
during and just after the First World War. 

The 300-strong gathering in Utrecht is a reflection 
of the huge growth in nationalism in Turkey, where 
the Grey Wolves still have several strongholds in 
society and the police and have taken over the 
streets. The revival of ultra-nationalism is the result 
of a widespread fear of loss of national identity if 
Turkey joins the European Union and the rise of 
Kurdish nationalism in neighbouring Iraq. There are 
also concerns that the situation in Kurdish Iraq 
could lead to renewed demands by the Kurdish 
minority in Turkey for their own territory in the south 
of Turkey and to criticism by European countries of 
the human rights situation in Turkey with calls for 
recognition of the Armenian genocide. 

The Grey Wolves are trying to exploit this 
nationalistic atmosphere. They still have an 
infrastructure in the Netherlands with 60 branches 
nationwide. Some of them have local authority 
funding and they receive all kinds of support from 
their parent organisation in Turkey, the Nationalist 
Action Party (IVIHP). Membership of the Grey Wolves 
in the Netherlands is estimated at 12,000 to 30,000. 

The TFN seeks to segregate the Turkish 
community from the Dutch community on ethnic 
lines by means of strong racism and claims to 
Turkish superiority. In this context, the expression 
“Proud to be a Turk” is not mere patriotism but 
expresses the belief that Turks are the world’s 
most superior “race” and a willingness to shed 
blood for its honour. The parallels with the Nazis 
are obvious and sales of the Turkish translation of 
Hitler’s Mein Kampf topped 50,000 in March, 
making it a best-seller. 

The Grey Wolves describe left-wing Turks and 


Kurds as traitors and enemies of the people and 
the Armenian as terrorists. Antisemitic ideas 
and conspiracy theories abound. 

Half the participants in Utrecht were women 
and the meeting had a strongly propagandists and 
military character with children being handed toy 
guns and teenagers showing off their martial arts 
skills. Chants such “Martyrs die but the nation never” 
were interspersed between performances by some of 
the most infamous Turkish nationalist singers. 

On the walls of the meeting hall hung huge 
portraits of two MHP leaders, the late Alparslan 
Turkes, a former colonel involved in military coups 
in the 1960s and 1970s, and the party’s current 
leader Devlet Bahceli, who visited the Netherlands 
in 2004 when he was vice-president of Turkey. 

Although the Dutch authorities were warned 
about the meeting, not for the first time they opted 
to turn a blind eye to these extremists whose 
intention is to fuel tensions between Turks, Kurds, 
Iraqis, Armenians and Dutch people - tensions that 
will benefit nobody except the Grey Wolves. 
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Media discover 
young white racists 



From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and 
Antifa-Net in Utrecht 

Incidents involving racist white youths escalated in 
March and April especially in rural areas, according to 
the Dutch press and television. In reality it was much 
more a case of the media suddenly discovering young 
racists and avidly dragging them in front of their 
microphones and cameras. 

Anti-fascist researchers have been warning about the 
phenomenon of violence by white racist youngsters for 
some time. The upsurge of aggressive and potentially 
violent racist white youth subcultures such as the so- 
called Lonsdale youth - a reference to their favourite 
clothing label - is unprecedented in the Netherlands. 

Two events triggered the media flurries of March and 
April. Participants at a hardcore music party in Venray 
hurled beer bottles at a Turkish mosque, attracting a 
rapid response from Turkish youngsters that resulted 
in a mass brawl later broken up by police. Earlier there 
had been an attempt to set fire to a new building at an 
Islamic school in Uden. The same school made 
international headlines when it was razed to the 
ground a week after the murder of film maker Theo van 
Gogh on 2 November last year. 

Violent incidents involving racist youths hit an all- 
time high after van Gogh’s murder. In November 2004, 
25% of attacks against Muslims, mosques or other 
Islamic buildings where the perpetrator is known were 
carried out by white racist youths. The number of 
incidents grew in the following months until even the 
national press was forced by the arson in Uden and 
the brawl in Venray to take notice. 

Politicians are now falling over each other in the 
stampede to comment. Predictably Rita Verdonk, 
the Minister for Immigration and Integration, claimed 
that these incidents were “vandalism” and that 
migrant youngsters have a “short fuse”. 

In a parliamentary debate, Verdonk failed to 
condemn outright the violence of the racist youths. 
The statement made by Verdonk’s predecessor 
Hilbrand Nawijn was worse, consisting of a rant in 
which he claimed that if “gangs of migrant youngsters 
roam the streets of our big cities, it is only to be 
expected, although we disapprove, that in small 
villages with closed communities people will defend 
themselves”. He added: “We are dealing with left-wing 
extremism and with Muslim extremism”. 

Despite the heat generated by the politicians, the 
only practical suggestion to emerge was a proposal 
from Piet Hein Donner, the Justice Minister, who 
announced that the secret service and police would 
investigate the pattern of these racist incidents and 
the involvement of ultra-rightist groups. 


Every month Searchlight magazine exposes 
the far right in Britain and abroad. 
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and organised racism in Britain. 

Searchlight 


February 2004 No 344 £2,50 


tNTER NATIONAL 


REKYWATCH 


AClSfi, 


NORTHERN IRELAND 1 < * 

from bigotry to racism tSSf 

Want to know what the BNP and their 
friends are up to? Want to know what 
people are doing to fight back? 
Subscribe to Searchlight 


Subscribe to Searchlight 


06/05 


£24 UK individuals 
£36 Europe individuals 
£32 UK organisations 


£43 Non Europe individuals 
£18 UK concessions* 

£48 All non-UK organisations 


Please start my subscription with the next issue 

(cheques made payable to Searchlight) 

Name 

Address 

Postcode 


Amount £ 


Or pay by standing order 

Please debit my account with the sum of £_ 


immediately and annually thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 
Your bank name & address 


Account No 


Sort Code 


Signature 


Date 


Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, Sort Code 
40-17-45, HSBC, 99 High Street, Chelmsford, CM11EQ) 

PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. 
^Unemployed, OAPs, students. Please send proof. 

Searchlight subscriptions are 100% data-secure, we never give our 
subscription list to any outside party. 


Searchlight June 2005 29 

















SWEDEN 

Extremist plot flops 

From Richard Slatt for Expo and 
Antifa-Net in Stockholm 

Right-wing extremists have failed in their plot to take over 
the Swedish Taxpayers’ Association. At the STA’s annual 
meeting more than 70% of the nearly 1,000 votes cast 
rejected the hijack bid by the Sweden Democrats (SD) and 
National Democrats (ND). 

Searchlight ’s Swedish sister magazine Expo exposed the 
right-wing plot last month, revealing that those behind it 
were the multimillionaire Carl Lundstrom and a xenophobic 
faction in the STA. Lundstrom has been trying to take over 
the STA for three years but this time he included leading 
elements of the Sweden Democrats in his scheming. 

Email exchanges obtained by Expo proved that 
Lundstrom had contacted Kenneth Sandberg, an SD local 
council member in southern Sweden, to enlist his support 
to turn the STA into an anti-immigrant pressure group. 

Sandberg, a member of the SD executive, wrote to other 
SD leaders explaining the mechanics of the plot in 
conspiratorial terms: Tor the time being we keep the plans 
regarding the Swedish Taxpayers’ Association - the most 
concrete parts which deal with the takeover - in a small 
group. This is to minimise the risks of a ‘leak’ that would give 
the present board a chance to counter-mobilise.” Expo’s 
timely revelations enabled the STA board to do just that. 

Many of the 767 people at the meeting held proxy votes 
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Carl Lundstrom 
Picture: Daniel Oisson/Expo 


for members unable to attend. Normally, the congress 
attracts no more than 200 participants. Those present 
included the SD leader Mikael Jansson and Thomas 
Johansson, the leader of the ND, together with many 
members of their respective parties. In line with their ploy, 
which was by then out in the open, the SD and ND leaders 
lamely claimed they were not attending as members of 
political parties but as members of the STA. 

The SD’s ostensible motive was to transform the STA 
“into a useful means for our battle”, but in reality it was the 
STA’s funds of almost £10 million that the racists were 
most anxious to get their hands on. The extent of the 
racists’ failure was all too evident from the key vote: 673 
of the 940 votes opposed the racist takeover. 

Later, Jansson commented that the plotters’ association 
with the even more extreme ND was not very positive but 
added that, despite the results of the vote, he was happy 
with the congress. “We weren’t here to take over the STA 
and their money. We came to put the costs of immigration 
on the map”, he claimed to Expo. 

Had Expo not uncovered the plan more than a month 
before the congress, the outcome might have been very 
different because over 250 people voted to bring racists 
onto the STA’s executive board. 
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Teenage racist makes local election breakthrough 



For the first time since the war, hardcore rightwing 
extremists have been elected to serve in local 
government in Switzerland. 

The surprise election of Dominic Bannholzer, who is 
still a teenager, to the government of the commune of 
Giinsberg in the north of the country has caused 
widespread shock. Bannholzer, 19, who represents 
the Party of Nationally Orientated Swiss (PNOS), got 
21% of the vote in the election at the end of April. 
His campaign centred on tougher punishments for 
drug dealers and “criminal asylum seekers” as well as 
support for farmers in the community of 1,164 people. 

This latest PNOS triumph comes just six months 
after another PNOS member managed to get himself 
elected to the local parliament of the town of 
Langenthal in the canton of Bern. 

Hans Stutz, a journalist and long-time observer of the 
Swiss far right, said that Bannholzer’s victory was 
attributable to low voter turnout. The fact that the right- 
wing Swiss People’s Party did not field a candidate 
probably also contributed, he added. “It seems that 
members of the national-conservative camp are 
prepared to vote for a rightwing extremist.” 

It is unlikely that the PNOS will be able to increase 



its presence in democratic institutions. Its emergence 
is a result of the way that the right-wing Swiss 
People’s Party has adopted an increasingly racist 
stance towards immigrants and refugees and accused 
refugees in particular of being criminals. 

The PNOS, founded in 2000, now has an estimated 
100-130 members and is particularly active in central 
Switzerland and around Basel. Stutz says the party 
has from the outset tried to present itself as a 
moderate political force that renounces violence but 
some of its members have convictions for violent 
offences. “If we look at the party manifesto, however, 
we see that at its core it is partly national socialist and 
partly racist,” he explained. 

The Swiss federal authorities’ report on extremism 
for 2004 confirms this analysis. “The party programme, 
party newspaper and other PNOS publications are 
characterised by xenophobic, antidemocratic and 
rightwing extremist rhetoric,” it affirms. 

The PNOS is considered dangerous because of its links 
with people who have used violence against members of 
minorities, including gays, Jews and foreigners. There is 
also evidence that the party’s small youth section has 
cultivated contacts with nazis in Germany. 



Extremists court 
Christian 
fundamentalist 
vote 

From Tor Bach in Oslo for Monitor 
and Antifa-Net 

PARLIAMENTARY EXTREMISM in Norway has moved 
towards Christian fundamentalism and several strange 
lists of election candidates are trying to mobilise the 
Christian fundamentalist vote. 

Norway has always had a strong tradition of lay 
Christian fundamentalist movements. Now, probably 
inspired by the success of George W Bush in mobilising 
these people in the USA, several groups plan to fly the 
fundamentalist banner in September’s general election. 

One of the most bizarre of these groups is the Anti- 
Abortionists List (AAL), which will contest seats in eight 
out of Norway’s 20 counties. Curiously, all the 
candidates on the list, headed by former priest Borre 
Knutsen, are men. According to the AAL this is because 
they, unlike Arabs, do not send women into a war. 

Another leading AAL member is Ivar Kristianslund, 
the former chief of another fundamentalist party, the 
Kristent Samlingsparti (Christian Coalition Party). 
Kristianslund was expelled from that party after a row 
over whether women could hold party positions. Full of 
bitterness, Kristianslund branded his former friends 
“feminists” and started building a new party “based on 
Biblical law and the Norwegian constitution”. 

The Christian Coalition Party is also taking part in the 
elections, proudly boasting its Christian and 
constitutional fundamentalism. As section 2 of the 
Norwegian constitution proclaims Norway to be a 
Christian country, the party wants a strict immigration 
policy to prevent “alien religions and ideologies” from 
threatening the supremacy of Christianity. 


According to the party, the existence of large beasts of 
prey are a result of the Fall of Man and are therefore 
something society should get rid of together with 
adultery, homosexuality (which would be punished), 
blasphemy and abortion if Kristianslund had his way. 

The extremist party most likely to capture seats in 
parliament is probably the misnamed Demokratene 
(Democrats), founded by expellees and defectors from 
Carl I Flagen’s populist anti-immigrant Progress Party. 

The party’s chairman, Vidar Kleppe, does not seem to 
share Hagen’s reluctance to appoint people with a past 
in fascist and racist organisations. In Oslo Christen 
Krogvig, the young spokesman of the rabidly anti- 
Muslim Forum Against Islamisation, is a party 
candidate. In Nordland, Amund Garfors, a former 
activist in Jack Erik Kjuus’s extremist Stopp 
Innvandringen (Stop Immigration) party, heads the 
Democrats’ list, while in Hedmark, Bjarne Ottar Betten, 
who is still registered as deputy leader of the fascist 
Fedrelandspartiet (Fatherland Party), is a candidate. 

Gry Jannicke Jarlum also appears on the list. Jarlum is 
also known under her artistic name, “J-Diva”. Jarlum had 
a hit with an anti-smoking song in the early 1980s but 
since then claims to have been abducted by a flying 
saucer. She wants more emphasis on stricter 
punishments for offenders. 

In the county of Rogaland, the Democrats’ best known 
candidate is the former boxer Ole Clemetsen, who 
confesses that he has not read his party’s programme but 
thinks senior citizens should receive higher pensions. 

Thanks to Kleppe’s grip on the southern and western 
“Bible belt”, some polls suggest the Democrats will be 
able to capture one or two seats in parliament. How a 
gaggle of race haters, space travellers and people who do 
not know the party programme will be able to 
participate in running the country is unclear. 

While Kleppe might sail into parliament on a golden 
spaceship, the nazi National Alliance (NA) is still walking 
in the valley of the shadows of political death, having 
again failed to collect the 5,000 signatures needed to 
participate in the election. The NA cannot even be 
bothered to name its leaders on its website but its 
leader, Terje Nordlien, is best known inside the nazi 
movement for his very detailed, three-page long 
instructions on how to wear the party uniform properly. 

According to Nordlien, pipes, cigars and other items 
should not stick out of the shirt pockets, while elastic 
bands should be used on the trouser legs to make them 
fall nicely around the shaft of newly shined boots... 



The BNP unmasked 


This recently filmed DVD reveals the true nature of the BNP - 
in their own words. It shows them behind closed doors when 
they think the public are not watching. 

It proves they are still Nazis. 

In this DVD you see Scott McLean, the party's deputy 
chairman, giving a Nazi salute at a BNP “winter camp” where 
party members sing racist and pro-Nazi songs, glorify the 
Holocaust and call for blacks to be killed. 

For more information and to order a copy please visit 
www.stopthebnp.com, or you can order copies by post from 
Searchlight at £4.00 each including p&p. 
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8 May 2005 
Nazis defeated 
again in Berlin 

From Michael Klein for Enough is 
Enough and Antifa-Net in Berlin 

GERMANY’S NAZIS intended 8 May, the anniversary of 
the country’s liberation from fascism, to be the 
occasion of a triumphal parade with hordes of nazis 
strutting through Berlin’s historic Brandenburg Gate 
under fluttering flags, emulating the big propaganda 
success they scored in Dresden in February. Happily 
nothing of the sort happened. 

The nazi National Democratic Party of Germany 
(NPD), the British National Party’s biggest friends in 
Europe, wanted to demonstrate how firmly it stands 
behind the Hitler dictatorship that was smashed so 
decisively in May 1945 and to further the myth that 
Germany was the main victim of Second World War. 
But this plan to “end the cult of guilt imposed on 
Germany by the Allies” provoked considerable outrage 
and protest. 

The biggest specifically anti-fascist demonstration, 
organised by anti-fascist and leftist groups and trade 
unions, brought together some 15,000 people. 
The keynote speaker Peter Gingold, 93, a survivor of 
Auschwitz who has actively fought fascism his whole 
life, emphasised that the catastrophe that befell 
Germany was fascism and it had its starting point in 
1933 not in 1945. 

Other speakers called for resolute opposition to 
fascism, racism and antisemitism in whatever guise it 
appears. The protest ended at Alexanderplatz, close to 
where more than 9,000 police were surrounding the 
4,000-strong nazi mob at their assembly point. 

While anti-fascists helped to keep the increasingly 
irritable nazis pinned down and refused them access to 
the fashionable Unter den Linden, a big public rally 
organised mainly by the city of Berlin to commemorate 
the Liberation took place at the Brandenburg Gate. 

Around 10,000 people heard speeches by Michael 
Sommer, leader of the German Trade Union Federation 
the DGB, Michel Friedman, a senior representative of 
the lewish community, former top tennis player Boris 
Becker and Bruno Ganz who so brilliantly portrayed 
Adolf Hitler in the recent film Downfall. 

There were some very touching moments when 
Soviet veterans laid wreaths for their fallen comrades at 
the Soviet war memorial and a large number of people 
listened avidly to the speeches, but many of the tens of 
thousands present seemed only peripherally interested 
in a deeper examination of the issue of the day, perhaps 



allowing their presence to speak for them. 

Meanwhile at Alexanderplatz the police prevented 
any direct clash between the anti-fascist demonstration 
and the grumbling nazis. Water cannons and armoured 
vehicles were on hand in case of trouble. After a few 
hours, a police speaker announced that the NPD would 
not march and were being ordered home, a significant 
victory for the anti-fascists. 

The nazi crowd, some of whom came from outside 
Germany, was headed by Udo Voigt, the NPD leader, 
and the frequently convicted Thomas Wulff from 
Hamburg, who bitterly complained about their defeats 
both in 1945 and on the day. 

The nazis had intended an impressive parade to 
expunge Germany’s guilt. In the event they just spent a 
frustrating number of hours standing around in the 
wind and rain, encircled by police and ridiculed by anti¬ 
fascists. The “master race” had failed again. A week 
earlier on 1 May nazi demonstrations in Leipzig, 
Frankenthal, Heide, and Neubrandenburg had drawn 
only about 2,000 participants. 

The relatively diplomatic conduct of the police, 
marked by an absence of attacks on the anti-fascists and 
attempts to force a way through for the nazis, was well 
suited to the official political concept of the day, namely 
to show a watching world that modern Germany has 
radically changed into a democracy whose citizens will 
stand up to contemporary fascism. 

How far this reflects a genuine change of police 
behaviour will be seen the next time the nazis try to 
march in Berlin. 
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Stripped: National 
Alliance chairman 
forced to resign 


By Devin Burghart in Chicago 

IN THE THIRD major blow since the death of its founder 
William Pierce, the National Alliance (NA) has been 
bloodied by another coup attempt. The latest rift in the far- 
right organisation cost it several local units, exposed many 
embarrassing details and forced the resignation of its 
chairman. 

Though it had festered for some time, the feud erupted in 
April when several members began publicly to express 
dissatisfaction with the leadership of NA chairman Erich 
Gliebe and its chief operating officer Shaun Walker. 

Detractors accused Gliebe and Walker of mishandling NA 
finances and making ruinous decisions. Some were also 
upset with Gliebe’s new wife, a former stripper who is now 
allegedly on the NA payroll. 

British NA member Mark Cotterill captured these growing 
sentiments in an email dated 15 April, “All the British based 
NA members feel the same. We have quit now. No more of 
our hard earned money to Erich and Shaun to spend on 
strippers and beer!” 

The disarray led to the cancellation of the organisation’s 
semi-annual leadership conference, 
which traditionally takes place on 
the West Virginia compound during the 
weekend closest to Hitler’s birthday. 

Recent events were set in motion by 
Kevin Alfred Strom, a long time NA 
member. Since Pierce’s death in 2002, 

Strom has been responsible for 
recording the group’s radio programme, 
publishing the magazine National 
Vanguard and editing the NA members’ 
bulletin. His conflicts with NA staff and 
continued failure to meet deadlines led 
to his pay being docked earlier this year. 

Infuriated, Strom set out to take over 
the organisation. First, he reportedly 
hatched a plot with David Pringle, the 
NA’s membership coordinator until he 
was fired, and David Duke’s roommate 
Jamie Kelso. Internal reports indicate 
that Strom, Pringle and Kelso were 
planning on unveiling a new organisation 
at Duke’s EURO conference in New 
Orleans at the end of May. 

Perhaps sensing his NA days were 
numbered, Strom decided not to wait for 
his partners but used organisational 


conflicts created by other members as cover for his coup 
attempt. 

Strom and his wife Elisha began finalising their 
preparations in mid-April. On 14 April, ownership of the NA 
website, nationalvanguard.org, was secretly transferred 
from the NA’s national office in West Virginia to Elisha 
Strom’s company Palladian Books in Virginia. 

Open rebellion began on 16 April after Strom was fired 
and several other members were expelled. Email lists and 
electronic discussion boards quickly filled with assorted 
details of sex, lies and other NA dirty laundry. 

By 19 April, an email petition calling for the resignation 
of Gliebe and Walker had begun circulating in NA ranks. 
Two days later the petition contained the names of more 
than 140 present and former NA members, including 
several prominent Unit leaders. 

Amidst the turmoil, Gliebe wrote to members on 24 April, 
“The Alliance remains strong. Our associated business 
interests, which had been put on hold as we were sorting 
out the problems here at the National Office, are on the 
rebound ... We are on the way to replacing the few Unit 
leaders we have lost. We have weeded out those who would 
rather be elsewhere, and we are again moving forward.” 

The next day, he resigned. 

On 25 April, Walker announced that Gliebe’s “desire to 
devote more time to his recent marriage and family 
matters” led him to resign as chairman and that Walker had 
taken his place. Gliebe remains chief executive of the 
profitable NA-owned white power music company, 
Resistance Records. 

Walker, 36, is a former Marine who has been active in the 
NA for many years. He was the Salt Lake City unit 
coordinator and western regional coordinator before joining 
the national staff in 2002. His tenure at headquarters has 
been fraught with turmoil and his appointment as chairman 
is unlikely to quell criticism. 

As the NA worked to try and stop the bleeding, Strom and 
his allies launched a new group, National Vanguard. 

Taking the name of the former NA publication, Strom's 
splinter faction claims to be organised “under the direction 
of members of the National Alliance Executive Committee 
and prominent National Alliance leaders”. The group is 
soliciting membership from a post box 
address in Charlottesville, Virginia. 

The first setback to the NA after 
Pierce’s death was the purging of Billy 
Roper, who had been responsible for 
strengthening bonds with white power 
skinheads. After being kicked out, Roper 
returned to Arkansas and formed White 
Revolution, a group that is benefiting 
from the current chaos inside the NA. 

The second came with the departure of 
members such as Robert DeMarais, who 
provided continuity to the older 
generation and connections with other 
white nationalist groups. After his 
departure, DeMarais published the short¬ 
lived Thunderbolt of Truth magazine, 
which featured numerous negative 
accounts of NA activity. 

The latest coup attempt may have 
stripped away some support; it does 
not necessarily spell the end of the NA. 
The group still maintains control of 
the white power music operation, 
the book company, the compound, the 
membership lists and the international 
connections. 



Ousted from 
the NA 
leadership: 
Erich Gliebe 
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Community action 
stops SS reunion 



Lazio was 
fined 

€25,000 for 
this display of 
swastikas by 
the club’s 
fans at a 
football 
match in 
Rome 



Alfio Bernabei 

NAZIS OF THE French Waffen SS Charlemagne Division and 
Italian fascists who joined Mussolini’s Salo Republic were 
forced to cancel a “glorious reunion” last month after 
protests by anti-fascist organisations and local authority 
representatives in the Piedmont region of northern Italy. 

The Charlemagne Division was the French unit that 
implemented the political will of Hitler and defended him up 
to the last hours before his death, as guards of his Berlin 
bunker. The division is believed to have been responsible for 
committing numerous war crimes, most notoriously at 
Oradour-sur-Glane. The Italian Waffen SS Division was 
formed through an agreement between Hitler and 
Mussolini, who set up the puppet regime in Salo, near Lake 
Garda, under Nazi command. It was active against civilians. 

The meeting between the “Salo boys”, as the far right 
likes to call them, and the Charlemagne Nazis had been 
planned as a “twin ceremony” by supporters of Fascismo e 
Liberta. This Italian far-right movement, formed in 1991, 
managed to get four councillors elected at the recent local 
elections. As one might expect its website is in both 
German and Italian. 

The first to find out about the meeting were the 
inhabitants of Condove, a town 20 miles from Turin where 
the reunion was due to take place in a local restaurant that 
the Nazis had hired. It was the same restaurant that had 
once hosted a meeting held by Alessandra Mussolini, the 
Duce’s granddaughter. 

The Mayoress of Condove, Barbara De Bernardi, 
immediately alerted ANPI, the association of partisans who 


fought against the Nazis and fascists during the Second 
World War, and the President of the Piedmont region, 
Mercedes Bresso. Local people organised a public 
demonstration against the meeting in the main square and 
the Nazi-fascists were forced to drop their plans. 

In her speech Ms Bresso condemned the historical 
revisionism that has given encouragement to fascists under 
Silvio Berlusconi’s government. She referred to another 
brazen episode of nazi-fascist bravado, this time in a 
football stadium, and pointed her finger in particular at the 
former blackshirt Gianfranco Fini, leader of Alleanza 
Nazionale, deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister. 
“It is pointless to go to Israel [as Fini did in an attempt to 
make himself acceptable in Europe] if in matters closer 
to home those in power haven’t got the courage to take a 
clear stand against those who display Nazi-fascist 
symbols”, Ms Bresso declared. 

The incident in the stadium went beyond any public 
Nazi-fascist apologia yet seen. For the whole of the 90 
minutes of a match between Lazio and Livorno played in 
Rome, nazi-fascist Lazio supporters displayed a huge 
banner across one of the terraces which proclaimed “Roma 
e fascista” (Rome is fascist). Other banners carried fascist 
slogans, and swastikas and Celtic crosses were displayed. 
When the Lazio president Claudio Lotito walked into the 
stadium he was greeted with a chorus of “Duce! Duce!”, a 
salute to Mussolini. 

The incident took place in front of a television audience 
of millions but Interior Minister Giuseppe Pisanu appeared 
much more concerned by some acts of vandalism which 
occurred after the match. As for Lotito, he sought to play 
down the display of Nazi symbols by his team’s fans and 
lavished praise on them for the way they had observed a 
minute’s silence for the Pope’s death. So they were 
according to their president “good boys”. Lotito feared that 
the apologia of nazi fascism displayed by the fans might 
cost the club a fine of at least €100,000 (£68,000), but 
the judge was very lenient and reduced it to €25,000. 
Meanwhile the enquiry into the fascist salute given by 
one of Lazio’s best known players, Paolo di Canio, is still 
under way. 

The football authorities have known for years that the far 
right has penetrated fan clubs but to judge from the way in 
which such huge banners can be brought to matches they 
have been either negligent or ineffective in taking 
appropriate measures. Among the fascist movements that 
have been known to recruit among football fans is Forza 
Nuova led by the former terrorist Roberto Fiore, now a 
partner in Alessandra Mussolini’s party Alternativa Sociale. 

Last month Fiore stood as a candidate in the local 
elections in the Basilicata region in southern Italy but polled 
only 1% of the vote (3,578 votes). Most fascists appear to 
be satisfied with casting their votes for the Alleanza 
Nazionale and do not feel they need to bother switching to 
other candidates. 

Fini himself cannot at this stage personally afford to 
appeal directly to fascists. It would jeopardise his future 
career and prevent him from shaking hands with President 
George Bush or Prime Minister Tony Blair. But he seems 
quite happy to allow his closest allies to give as much 
support to the fascists as they can. 

Ignazio La Russa, Fini’s right hand man and chief whip for 
Alleanza Nazionale, recently took the opportunity to let 
everyone know that instead of celebrating the anniversary of 
the liberation of Italy from Nazi-fascism he would instead 
pay homage to those who fought alongside Mussolini. 
Another prominent member of Fini’s party, Undersecretary 
of State Alfredo Mantica, summed up his position quite 
succinctly: “We have had enough of anti-fascism”. 
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From the archives 

20 years ago 

June 1985 

Revisionist 
rivals rave on 

It’s round three in the bitter war 
of words between America’s 
historical revisionists. This time 
its expatriate Ulster fascist 
Dave McCalden’s turn to heap 
abuse on his rival-in-lies Willis 
Carto, head of the Institute for 
Historical Review. 

McCalden, now running his 
own ‘Provisional Institute for 
Historical Review’, joined 
Carto to set up the original 
Institute in the late 70s. 
They parted company in 
1979 and the vexed question 
of whose idea the operation 
was is still one of the main issues over which they are bickering. 

Since their split they have been involved in a furious campaign of slander 
and counter-slander as Carto struggles to keep control of the lucrative 
market in revisionist literature which he has been milking, and McCalden 
attempts to carve out a piece of the action for himself. 

The latest salvo comes from McCalden who has duplicated and 
distributed selections from Carto’s ‘dossier of dirt’ about him, along with 
annotated additions by way of reply. 
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10 years ago 

June 1995 

Labour Party 
meeting 
targeted as 
Combat 18 
march through 
London 

A group of Combat 18 thugs 
failed in an attempt to 
storm a conference of the 
Labour Party on 29 April. 
The nazi activists had been 
accompanying an Ulster 
loyalist march through 
London, when they passed 
the conference hall and 
charged across the street in 
an attempt to attack socialists selling papers outside. 

Fortunately the paper sellers managed to shelter inside the building and 
were not injured. 

A group of the Derry Apprentice Boys had planned to deliver a letter of 
protest to John Major in Downing Street in opposition to the Ulster peace 
negotiations. Their errand boys in C18 were on hand to steward the event. 

Searchlight operatives inside Combat 18 and its political wing, the National 
Socialist Alliance, had stepped up their intelligence gathering, with the NSA 
growing in strength and the political influence of the British National Party 
diminishing. Three days before the loyalists’ planned show of force in London, 
we were setting up positions to photograph and video the march. 
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1945 was a victory won by the extraordinary heroism of ordinary 
people, a defeat for a politics that begins with hate your neighbour 
and ends in gas chambers. Today the fascists' blackshirts 
have been swapped for suits, but the danger hasn't changed. 
Our shirt reminds them we haven't forgotten. 

£9.99 100% cotton T-shirt. 

All profits to fund local Searchlight anti-BNP campaigns. 

Available from www.philosophyfootball.com 
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